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PASTOR’S PAGE 
 
As I write this we continue to dig out from the recent snow storm. The Weather Service tells me we got 10 
inches in Menomonie, but my aching back tells me they’re a little light on that total. It’s hard to complain too 

much about the snow. The early part of this winter was so mild I almost that we might get away with it until 
spring. Notice I said “almost”. Along with you, I’ve lived in Wisconsin long enough to know better. None-the-
less, it was a bit of a “downer” to have reality set in. 
 
This morning though, something else happened that may not have without a real winter. There was a layer of 
fog on the way to Wilson. Not too thick; just enough so you noticed it was there, which caused me to pay a 
little more attention to the world around me; the  “something else” I might not otherwise have seen on the 
way up the Knapp Hill – the frost on the trees. What a beautiful scene it was. Nothing but white all around me. 
 
I think it’s called “hoarfrost”, those spiny little accumulations of ice crystals on shrubs, tree branches, and 
most everything else it touched, including the metal railing on the steps to the Wilson front door. It was so 
delicate I didn’t grab the rail so as not to break it off. 

 
What really struck me was the beauty of the whole area.  Standing on the front steps, looking in any direction, 
all I could see was that God’s gift in nature had turned everything pure white and it was gorgeous to behold, 
almost breathe taking.  
 
In last month’s newsletter I shared a few words from ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Easton with you and 
posted a link to her message on our Web site. That link is still active so if you haven’t checked it out I invite 
you to do so. The words she shared were, “Just This. Just Now”, four simple words I’ve thought about often 
since I first heard them: the idea we get so caught up in the busy-ness of our daily lives we failed to live in the 
moment; fail to hear, see, and experience the world around us; fail to  recognize and so easily miss God’s 
smallest blessings, like hoarfrost, each day.  

 
Think about it. Where might you have missed smallest God’s blessing today? 
 

THANK YOU! 
As many of you know, we have been dealing with a serious medical issue involving Susan’s son, Shawn, which 
began back on September 30. I remember the day well, as that afternoon I had the privilege of blessing Dennis 
and Debbie Rosen’s new home. That day ended (actually early the next morning) when Shawn was transferred 
by ambulance to St. Mary’s Hospital in Rochester, where it was determined he had suffered a perforated 
appendix and his abdomen was filled with infection. It was a close call. Doctors told us another 24 hours and 
he would not have survived. He was hospitalized overnight and a drain tube put in place to remove all the 
“crud” that had accumulated. It has been a long process: four months of trips to Rochester every two to three 
weeks to have the tube checked and progress monitored, with the ultimate goal of surgical intervention. As 

you read this, that time will have come. The surgery will have been performed on January 31st. We trust it will 
be successful and recovery will be compete. You may note on the calendar I’ve taken some time off that week. 
That’s the purpose. 
 
I share this with you with one thought in mind – thanks. Thanks to everyone who has shared this journey with 
us in prayer and your expressions of concern. It has meant so much to us, and we are grateful for the love and 
support you have shown us. 
 
God Bless You All, 
Pastor Bob, Sue, and Shawn 
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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
Month: February 2018 

Season of Lent 
Worship Times: Wilson – 8:30 a.m.; Immanuel – 10:30 a.m. 

 
NOTE: WORSHIP TIMES CHANGE ON SUNDAY, MARCH 4: 8:30 AT IMMNAUEL; 10:30 AT WILSON 

 
Sunday, February 4: Epiphany 5 

 Color: Green 
 Setting: ELW Setting IV with Holy Communion 
 Readings: Isaiah 40: 21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
 Holy Gospel: Mark 1:29-39: Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from 

oppression. Everywhere he goes, he heals them and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are 
running for their lives. The forces that diminish human life are rendered powerless by Jesus. 
 

Sunday, February 11: Transfiguration 
 Color: White 
 Setting: ELW Setting IV with Holy Communion 
 Readings: 2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
 Holy Gospel: Mark 9:2-9: Mark's gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would 

become apparent to Jesus' followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision 
of God's glory manifest in the beloved Son. 

 
Wednesday, February 14: Ash Wednesday 

 Color: Purple 
 Special Worship Service Theme 
 Readings: Isaiah 25:6-9; Hebrews 11:18-19 
 Holy Gospel: Matthew 229-33 

 
On Ash Wednesday the church begins its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death and resurrection 
of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures 
and to use them as lenses through which to view baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us 
individually, but the new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world. 
 
Sunday, February 18: Lent 1 

 Color: Purple 
 ELW Setting: ELW Setting I with Holy Communion 
 Readings: Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22 
 Holy Gospel: Mark 1:9-15: The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is 

tested by Satan so that he might proclaim the good news of God's reign. 
 

Sunday, February, 25: Lent 2 
 Color: Purple 
 ELW Setting: ELW Setting I 
 Readings:  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-25 
 Holy Gospel: Mark 8:31-28: After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his 

disciples for the first time what is to come. Peter's response indicates that he does not yet understand 
the way of the cross that Jesus will travel. 
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PARISH NEWS 
 
Lent Worship Schedule:  

Date Service Location Time 

February 14 Ash Wednesday Immanuel 7:00 p.m. 

February 21 Wednesday Lent Service Wilson 7:00 p.m. 

February 28 Wednesday Lent Service Immanuel 7:00 p.m. 

March 7 Wednesday Lent Service Wilson 7:00 p.m. 

March 14 Wednesday Lent Service Immanuel 7:00 p.m. 

March 21 Wednesday Lent Service Wilson 7:00 p.m. 

March 25 Palm / Passion Sunday Immanuel and Wilson 
8:30 @ Immanuel 
10:30 @ Wilson 

March 29 Maundy Thursday Wilson 7:00 p.m. 

March 30 Good Friday Immanuel 7:00 p.m. 

April 1 Easter Sunday Immanuel and Wilson 
8:30 @ Immanuel 
10:30 @ Wilson 

 
Wednesday Lent Worship Theme – “They Will Be Done”: What is God’s will for my life? Perhaps believers 
have always sought an answer to that question. Yet, for many of the saints portrayed in Holy Scripture, God’s 
will for them stood in sharp contrast to their own dreams, desires, ambitions, worldviews and identities. The 
call of God through the Gospel changed everything for them and it has changed everything for us. 
 
What is God’s will for my life? Jesus gives us the answer. Join us for worship each Wednesday evening 
beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 14 as we explore what it means to say and pray, “The Will Be Done”. 
 
Lent Bible Study: “Thy Will Be Done” is also the theme for this Lent season’s Bible Study each Wednesday 
evening beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 14. Class will be held from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. prior to each 
evening’s Soup Supper. Please speak with Pastor if you are interested in participating in this study series. 
 
Food Pantry Ministry: One of the ministries of the parish is support for local food pantries. At the end of each 
month the food and household/paper products you donate are delivered to one of the area food shelves on a 
rotating basis. Your donations are badly needed and are making a difference for our neighbors in need. Here 
are a few hints to keep this ministry active: 
 

 Talk about our food shelf ministry with others, or talk to a volunteer at one of the local food shelves 
about their needs & activities. 

 Think of one of your own FAVORITE foods you'd like someone else to try and bring it to the donation 
cart when you come to church for a meeting or worship service. 

 While shopping for your family, pick up an extra item or two to donate. Sometimes you can come 
across great sale prices! 

 Help your Sunday School child share an item to put in the cart. 

 Keep your offering envelope in the front of your canned goods cupboard as a reminder of the food 
shelf. Then, while you prepare your Sunday envelope you can grab a can or box at the same time. 

 
During the season of Lent, each Wednesday evening and Sunday worship, we invite everyone to bring items 
for the food pantries. 
  
How grateful we are as the Lord provides for what we need.  Thank you to all for thinking of our neighbors in 
Christ. 
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Synod Walking Together Event – Registration Coming Soon 
Date: March 17 
Location: UW Eau Claire Davies Center 
Annual synod wide learning event with the theme: “Jesus Has Left the Building” and yes, there will be an Elvis 
Impersonator, has been scheduled. This is an excellent opportunity for members of the parish to engage in a 
variety of educational programs. Registration information and workshop topics are forthcoming. Anyone 
interest in attending is invited to speak with Pastor Bob for additional information. 
 

WILSON NEWS 
 
Wilson WELCA: The next regular meeting is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. Thursday, February 8. All women of the 
congregation are invited to attend. 
 
Wilson Council: The next regular meeting is scheduled for 12:30 p.m. Thursday, February 8. Meetings are 
open to all members of the congregation. 
 
January 11, 2018 Council Meeting Highlights: The January council meeting was cancelled due to weather and 
travel conditions. 
 

Assisting with Worship at Wilson: January 2018 
Altar Care Ushers 

February: None Scheduled February: None Scheduled 

 
If you are unable to serve as scheduled please find a replacement and notify the church office. 

Sign-up sheets for 2018 are on the table in the narthex. You help will be appreciated. 
 
Tuesday Community Supper – February 6: The Tuesday Community Supper is served the first Tuesday of 
every month at Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 1350 Florence Street, Baldwin, Wisconsin. This is a free meal 
open to anyone in the community, served from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.  Area churches, businesses and organizations 
take turns preparing and serving good nutritious food every month. St. Mary’s Immaculate Conception Church 
will be preparing and serving the meal on February 6th. The menu is meat spaghetti, chicken alfredo, steamed 
veggies, fresh fruit, bread and assorted dessert bars. 
 
God’s Work - Our Hands Brunch:  The Wilson WELCA will serve a brunch following worship on Sunday, 
February 11 immediately following worship. Menu will include various egg bakes and coffee cakes, muffins, 
and donuts, fruit, juice, milk, and coffee. A Free Will Offering will be taken with proceeds going to meet the 
needs of our neighbors. 
 
Empty Bowls! Saturday, February 24, 2018, 11 am – 2 pm, Menomonie High School Commons: 
The annual community event and fundraiser for Stepping Stones is right around the corner! Fun for everyone:  
silent auction, artwork, gifts, afghans, quilts, and much more. Plus, music by great local performers, displays, 
children’s activities, and bake sale. 

 Advance Tickets are available online: $15 with bowl,  $5 meal only 

 Same-Day Tickets: $17 with bowl,  $7 meal only 

 Children under 5 – no cost for meal 
 
Journey House Annual Quilt Auction and Chili Supper: This annual fundraising event has been scheduled for 
Friday, March 2 at the United Methodist Church in River Falls. Both live and silent auctions will be held. 
Anyone interested in donating a handmade quilt or scarf for this event is invited to contact Laura Ramlow, 
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Campus Minister, at 715-425-2391, or by email at journeyhousecampusministry@gmail.com. Donations are 
needed by February 23rd. All proceeds benefit the ministries of Journey House. 
 
Bowls for Hope: Tickets are now available for the 2018 Bowls for Hope event on Tuesday, March 6, from 5-7 
p.m. in the Riverview Ballroom, UC. This year’s proceeds benefit Family Resource Center St. Croix Valley, which 
is a nonprofit organization that offers free parent education and family support to families in Pierce, Polk, and 
St. Croix counties. For an entrance fee of $25/adult and $5/children age 12 and under, attendees may select 
and keep a bowl created in ceramic, pottery, fibers, wood and glass studio classes at UW-River Falls, River Falls 
High School, Meyer Middle School, the Renaissance Academy, or by area artists. Attendees may also sample, 
at no extra charge, soups donated and served by area restaurants. Guests have the opportunity to vote for 
their favorite soup. Tickets are available at: The River Falls Chamber of Commerce, Chancellor’s Office, 
University Center Information Desk, and at the door. Purchasing tickets in advance will guarantee a bowl. The 
evening includes a silent auction of featured art. For questions or further information, visit our web site at 
uwrf.edu/bowlsforhope. 
 

IMMANUEL NEWS 
 
Immanuel Council Minutes: 
Date of Meeting: January 9, 2018 
No Meeting Due to Lack of a Quorum 
 
Immanuel 2018 Annual Meeting Minutes: 
Date of Meeting: January 21, 2018 
 

Tiffany Bonte 
Gin DeBoer 
Rhea DeBoer 
Joyce Ohman 
Roger Ohman 
Ranae Ohman 
Trudie Steinberger 
Monica Eggert 

Roxi Anderson 
Polly Henke 
John Stansbury 
Brad Voeltz 
Lou DeBoer 
Todd Ostberg 
Cindy Kuscienko 
Geoff Phillipps 
Sam Phillipps 
Janelle Zurcher 

LaVon Cassellius 
Dennis Rosen 
Debbie Rosen 
Dave Rosen 
Matt Main 
Pastor Bob 
 

 
The meeting was called to order at 11:36 am by Church Council President Matt Main  
End of meeting- 12:59 pm 
 
Devotions and opening prayer were led by Pastor Bob Dahm 
 
The minutes of the 2017 Annual Meeting were reviewed. LaVon Cassellius moved to accept the minutes as 
printed.  Roger Ohman seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
2017 Budget-Reviewed budget (See attachment) 
John Stansbury made motion to accept the 2017 Budget. Polly Henke seconded the motion. Motion carried.  
 
2017 WELCA Report was presented by Lou DeBoer. Roxi Anderson made a motion to accept the 2017 WELCA 
report. LaVon Cassellius seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
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Old Business 

 Continue to invite members back to church along with new family and friends as well.  

 Schedules-2018 – SIGN-UP - Posted at the back of the church 
o Alter Care 
o Usher 
o Church Cleaning 
o Mowing 

 Nominations- 
1. Monica Eggert was nominated as new member by Matt Main.  Polly Henke seconded the motion. 

Motion carried. 
 2. Second new member is currently being tabled. 
 

New Business 

 Discussion was held at what amount should the memorial fund reach. Council will discuss at February 
meeting. 

 Thanksgiving service and Sunday School Christmas program funds should deposit into Benevolence fund. 
Council to discuss 

 Treasure report to be posted at back of church or in newsletter. Council to discuss 

Sunday, March 25th – Palm Sunday Brunch will be held after church, sponsored by Immanuel’s youth.  Funds 
made will go towards church new sounds system. 

Dennis Rosen made motion to adjourn the meeting; John Stansbury seconded; motion carried 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tiffany Bonte 
Secretary 
 

Assisting with Worship at Immanuel – February 2018 

Altar Care Ushers Cleaning 

February: None Scheduled February: None Scheduled February:  

 
If you are unable to serve as scheduled please find a replacement and notify the church office. 

Please check the 2018 sign-up sheets post on the bulletin board. Your help will be appreciated. 
 
Give + On-line Program: Give Online is an on-line giving application, available via a personal computer, 
through which members may contribute to the General, Benevolence, Building, and Memorial Funds at 
Immanuel. A text box is provided next to the Building and Memorial Fund options if members wish to 
designate a specific project. The Roof Replacement Fund is the current Building Fund project. Giving options 
include one-time gifts, weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, and other giving intervals. Contributions may be made by 
credit / debit card or direct withdrawal from checking or savings accounts. 
 
The Give Online link is available on the church web site at www.wilsonimmanuel.org. Click on the Give Online 
link in the banner at the top of the Home page and click on the Give Online button on the next page. Follow 
the instructions to set up your account or make a one-time contribution. A smartphone app is also available 
for iPhones at the Apple App Store and for android phones at Google Play. Search on “Give Plus” to find the 
app at either location.  Questions about the Give Plus program may be directed to Pastor Bob, or any member 
of the church council. 
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PARISH BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES – FEBRUARY 2018 
 

WILSON IMMANUEL 

Anniversaries Anniversaries 

February 21 Curt & Tammy Gregg February 16 Michael & Amber Johnson 

  February 20 Joshua & Vanessa Melstrom 

    

Birthdays Birthdays 

February 3 Jason Spielman February 1 Ayla Voeltz 

February 5 Lisa Bowell February 2 Bruce Kuhn 

February 6 Carolyn Anderson February 4 Tori Ohman 

February 7 Tanner Bowell February 5 Lance Kolba 

February 9 Charles Bowell February 5 Trisha Swanepoel 

February 10 Ed Lahti February 8 Wyatt Johnson 

February 14 Theresa Pomasl February 9 Rob Ohman 

February 19 Brenda Keck February 9 John Stahl, Jr. 

  February 12 Garrett Bonte 

  February 13 Hazel Cuper 

  February 14 Lewis Swanepoel 

  February 16 Gin DeBoer 

  February 18 Jonathon Keeley 

  February 20 Gabrielle Moede 

  February 21 Andy Kuhn 

  February 25 Wyatt Steinberger 

  February 25 Scott Steinberger 

  February 25 Trudie Steinberger 

 

 
Pastor Bob’s Lament - UPDATE: Well, the Vikings lost. Hell has not frozen over, so it looks like I still have a job. 
In fairness, I would have liked to see them win and play for the Super Bowl title in their home stadium. (It’s OK 
Coach Lombardi. I haven’t gone over to the dark side.) 
 

FROM THE PASTOR’S EMAIL BAG 
 
The all-male pick-a-preacher committee had the job of deciding if the latest applicant had what it takes to be 
their minister. They didn’t quite know how to proceed because the candidate was a woman. “Let’s take her 
fishing,” suggested one of the committee members. Out they went, early in the morning, the five men and the 
minister. Soon they were busy casting for trout when one of the men got snagged on a floating log. His tugging 
wouldn’t dislodge it so the lady minister stepped out of the boat, walked across the surface of the water, 
unhooked the snag, and walked back to the boat. Hmmmmmph, muttered one of the men, “Just like a 
woman. She can’t swim.” 
 


