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PASTOR’S LETTER TO THE PARISH 

February 2019 

 

Jesus Blesses Little Children 

 

13 Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on them and 

pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; 14but Jesus said, ‘Let the little children 
come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.’ 15And 

he laid his hands on them and went on his way. (Matthew 19:13-15) 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 As I write this letter, Immanuel’s confirmation class is in the midst of studying the Ten 

Commandments, talking about how God’s word speaks to our relationship with God and each other. 

And, just as importantly, how they speak to each of us; what they mean for our daily lives and how we 

can live into God’s will and promise. While we’re only about half way through those conversations, I’ve 
found myself learning as much from them and their life experiences as I hope I have been able to share 

with them from mine.  This coming May four of them will affirm their baptisms. We look forward to 

that day. 

 

 Last October six young women and men at Wilson affirmed their baptisms, declaring for 

themselves before God and all of us, the promise made for them by their parents and sponsors so 

many years ago. Their faith statements, shared with the congregation that morning, were personal 

reflections that spoke to what God has meant and continues to mean in their lives. Their words were 

such moving expressions of faith they are still spoken of these several months later.  

 

 And our Sunday School programs. Your children, our children – because they belong to all of us 

in Christ – are such a precious gift to the life of this parish. Moving from one worship service to the 

other on Sunday morning I don’t get to spend nearly as much time as I would like with them, but I do 
get to see their shining faces as they come each Sunday to learn about Jesus, share their stories, and 

encourage us in our faith. Yes – it works both ways. As one of our Sunday School teachers often says, 

“these young people and children of God do way more for us than we could ever do for them.” To use 

Luther’s words, “that is most certainly true.” 

 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them . . .” It is said the young 

people of a congregation are the future of the church. I certainly agree, but that doesn’t go far enough. 
As I’ve said many times before, let us not forget they are also the church TODAY! Let’s not forget they 
also have much to teach all of us about our relationships with God and each other. 

 

Our young people get it and I am so proud of and thankful for each of them. I know all of you 

feel the same. So, let’s rededicate ourselves to making certain they always know they are God’s 
beloved children and that we, their brothers and sisters in Christ, constantly hold them in our hearts 

and prayers. For it is, “. . . to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 

 

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Bob 
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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

Month: February 2019 – Season after Epiphany 

Worship Times: Immanuel – 8:30 a.m.; Wilson – 10:30 a.m. 

 

NOTE: WORSHIP TIMES CHANGE ON SUNDAY, MARCH 3 

8:30 A.M. AT WILSON 

10:30 A.M. AT IMMANUEL 

 

“We sit in the middle of a longer Time after Epiphany—the days between the Epiphany of Our Lord and Ash 

Wednesday. In years when Easter falls early in the calendar, it may seem that we have just finished the 

Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle and quickly turn the corner into Lent. This year, the Time after Epiphany 

includes six “green” Sundays, bookended with the Baptism of Our Lord and the Transfiguration of Our Lord. 
These standard Sundays are sometimes called “ordinary time,” a term that refers not to their quality but to 

the way they are ordered, or numbered. May this season help us see the many ways Christ is manifest in the 

world and in our worship around word and sacrament.” (ELCA Worship News, January 2019) 

 

 

Sunday, February 3: Epiphany 4 

❖ Color: Green 

❖ ELW Setting: ELW Setting IV with Holy Communion 

❖ Readings: Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

❖ Holy Gospel: Luke 4:21-30: People in Jesus' hometown are initially pleased when he says that God will 

free the oppressed. Their pleasure turns to rage when he reminds them that God's prophetic mission 

typically pushes beyond human boundaries so that mercy and healing are extended to those regarded 

as outsiders. 

 

Sunday, February 10: Epiphany 5 

❖ Color: Green 

❖ Setting: ELW Setting IV  

❖ Readings: Isaiah 6:1-13; Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

❖ Holy Gospel: Luke 5:1-11: Jesus' teaching of God's word has begun to draw great crowds. For Simon, 

James, and John, Jesus' teaching inspires hospitality, then obedience, and then risk. After Jesus' 

creative power is revealed, fear and amazement lead these three fishermen to leave everything behind 

in order to become apostles. 

 

Sunday, February 17: Epiphany 6 

❖ Color: Green 

❖ ELW Setting: ELW Setting IV with Holy Communion 

❖ Readings: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

❖ Holy Gospel: Luke 6:17-26: After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers 

about the nature and demands of discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising statements 

about who is truly blessed in the eyes of God. 

 

Sunday, February 24: Epiphany 7 

❖ Color: Green 

❖ ELW Setting: ELW Setting IV 

❖ Readings: Genesis 15:3-11, 15; Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40; 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 

❖ Holy Gospel: Luke 6:27-38: Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers 

to shower radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even to enemies and outsiders. 

Living in harmony with God's intent brings the reward of overflowing blessing. 
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PARISH NEWS 

 

Parish Mission Statement 

Wilson – Immanuel Lutheran Parish serves to provide all people the opportunity to become disciples of Jesus 

Christ, encourage faith and obedience to Christ and, through diverse opportunities for evangelism, serve God’s 
people in our communities, nation, and throughout the world. 

 

 

2019 Lent - Holy Week Service Schedule 

Date Service Location Time 

March 6 Ash Wednesday Wilson 7:00 p.m. 

March 13 Wednesday Lent Service Immanuel 7:00 p.m. 

March 20 Wednesday Lent Service Wilson 7:00 p.m. 

March 27 Wednesday Lent Service Immanuel 7:00 p.m. 

April 3 Wednesday Lent Service Wilson 7:00 p.m. 

April 10 Wednesday Lent Service Immanuel 7:00 p.m. 

April 14 Palm / Passion Sunday Immanuel and Wilson 
8:30 @ Immanuel 

10:30 @ Wilson 

April 18 Maundy Thursday Immanuel 7:00 p.m. 

April 19 Good Friday Wilson 7:00 p.m. 

April 21 Easter Sunday Immanuel and Wilson 
8:30 @ Immanuel 

10:30 @ Wilson 

 
Thrivent Choice Dollars® 

Make a meaningful contribution 

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial who’s eligible to direct Choice Dollars®? Choice Dollars charitable 

grant funds can make a world of difference to our congregation as we work together to spread the word of 

Jesus to our community and world.  By directing Choice Dollars, eligible Thrivent members recommend where 

they feel Thrivent should distribute a portion of its charitable grant funds. By making a recommendation 

through Choice Dollars directions, you can make a difference and together, we can reach our goals! 

 

Directing Choice Dollars is easy. Simply go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice, or call 800-THRIVENT (800-847-

4836) and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt. 

 

Deadline for directing remaining 2018 dollars is March 31, 2019 

 

WILSON NEWS 

 

Wilson WELCA: The next regular meeting is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. Thursday, February14. All women of the 

congregation are invited to attend.  

 

Wilson Council: The next regular meeting is scheduled for 12:30 p.m. Thursday, February 14. Meetings are 

open to all members of the congregation. 

 

January 10, 2019 Council Meeting Highlights: (Complete minutes are available in the office) 

• Chuck Walz made a motion to close the Thrivent account and move it to the savings account, Mike 

Ellefson seconded it. Motion carried. 
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• Milestone Ministry is very active and will continue to be implemented. Most of the funding comes 

from the general fund. Dean Rambo made a motion to close the Milestone Ministry account and move 

the money to the general fund account as a line item, seconded by Chuck Walz. Motion carried. 

• A notice will be put in the bulletin in regards to Mike Main retiring in February. 

• Discussion concerning the copy machine lease, which expires on April 15, 2019, and updating the 

current one to print color will be tabled till more information is obtained. 

• Mike Ellefson will contact Lance Jenson in repairing outside motion lights. 

• Mike Ellefson will follow up on estimates received to address the blacktop on the parking lots. 

 

WILSON LUTERAN CHURCH 

2019 USHER SCHEDULE 

February Charlie and Sharon Bowell 4 Sundays 

March Chuck Walz and Gary Peterson 5 Sundays 

April Doug and Michelle Larson 4 Sundays – Good Friday, Easter 

May Andy and Jes Lamb 4 Sundays 

June LouAnne Anderson and Doug Faber 5 Sundays 

July Dave and Linda Powers 4 Sundays – Parish Picnic 

August Jerry and Vicki Glampe 4 Sundays 

September Mike and Sherry Ellefson 5 Sundays 

October Duane and Pat Butler 4 Sundays 

November Dwight and Karen Johnson 4 Sundays 

December Roger and Barb Kronholm 5 Sundays – Christmas Eve 

 

WELCA Sunday Brunch: Come to worship hungry on Sunday, February 10 and the ladies of WELCA will feed 

you well following worship. Plan on joining us for good food and fellowship. A signup sheet for those who can 

help with this meal is on the table in the narthex.  

 

Tuesday Community Supper: The Tuesday Community Supper is served the first Tuesday of every month at 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 1350 Florence Street, Baldwin, Wisconsin. This is a free meal open to anyone in 

the community, served from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. Area churches, businesses and organizations take turns 

preparing and serving good nutritious food every month. Gethsemane Lutheran will be preparing and serving 

the meal on Tuesday, February 5th, 2019. The menu is spaghetti with meat sauce, lettuce salad and cupcakes. 

 

Chili and Soup Supper: St. Bridget’s Catholic Church – Wilson is hosting its annual Chili and Soup Supper after 

Mass on Saturday, February 2. The parishioners invite everyone to join them for delicious homemade chili and 

a variety of soups, cheese and crackers, and tasty deserts. A Free Will Offering will be received. 

 

Assisting with Worship at Wilson: February and March 

Altar Care Ushers 

February: Help Needed February: Charlie and Sharon Bowell 

March: Help Needed March: Chuck Walz and Gary Peterson 

 

If you are unable to serve as scheduled please find a replacement and notify the church office. 

Altar Care sign-up sheets are on the table in the narthex. Your help will be appreciated. 
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IMMANUEL NEWS 

 

Immanuel Luther Church Council Meeting Minutes: 

Date of Meeting: January 8, 2019 

Start Time: 7:03 pm End Time: 8:23 pm 

Attendees:  Pastor Bob Dahm, Matt Main, Monica Eggert, Roger Ohman, Brad Voeltz, Ranae Demulling, Laura 

Briesemeister, Trish Swanepoel and David Rosen 

 

Agenda 

1. Pastor Bob opened with devotional followed by Pastor’s Report. 

2. Treasure’s Report-Dave made motion; Roger seconded; motion carried. 

3. Secretary’s Report-Trish made motion; Laura seconded; motion carried. 

 

Old Business 

1. Offering from Children’s Christmas Program will go into the Youth Fund. Council agreed that this will be a 

requirement from now on. 

2. Established 2019 proposed budget. 

3. Set the annual meeting for January 20, 2019. 

 

Unfinished Business 
1. Ramp memorial plaque/dedication ceremony will occur in Spring of 2019. 

2. Size options: 14x14 or 16x16, $465, it will list those who donated in memorial of someone. 

3. The louvers on the church roof will be repaired, date TBD in spring 2019. 

4. Cemetery Policies-final approval at February meeting. 

5. Pest Control-Will price out the service options for February meeting: 

6. Brier Pest Control, American Pest Solutions, Masloski Pest Service. 

 

New Business 

1. Walking Together event at UW Eau Claire campus-March 9, 2019. 

2. Discussed potential candidates for the two openings on council. 

3. Roger expressed thanks and gratitude to Matt for his service on council.  

 

Dave made motion to adjourn the meeting; Monica seconded; motion carried. 

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 at 7:00 pm  

Respectfully submitted by Ranae Demulling, Church Council Secretary 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Annual Meeting Agenda 

January 20, 2019 

 

Call to Order-Meeting was called to order by President Matt Main at 11:30 am 

Attendance: 

Ranae Demulling 

Joyce Ohman 

Roger Ohman 

Tiffany Bonte 

Linda Main 

Laura Briesemeister 

Monica Eggert 

Trish Swanepoel 

Brad Voeltz 

Sheanah Voelta 

Roxi Anderson 

Kim Rosen 

Polly Henke 

John Stanbury 

Janelle Zurcher 

Cindy Kuscienko 

Todd Ostberg 

Dennis Rosen 

Debbie Rosen 

Dave Rosen 

Dena Cress 

Matt Main 
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Opening Litany and Prayer-Lead by Matt Main in Pastor Dahm’s absence. 

Pastor’s Report-See attachment 

Acceptance of 2018 Annual Meeting Minutes-Roger made motion to accept minutes, Dave seconded; motion 

carried. 

Acceptance of 2018 Financial Report- John made motion to accept report, Monica seconded; motion carried. 

Council President’s Report-See Attachment, Matt also provided verbal commentary and thanks. 

Sunday School Report-See Attachment, Tiffany also provided verbal commentary and thanks. 

WELCA Report-See Attachment, Joyce also provided verbal commentary as Aunt Lou was not in attendance 

due to recent injury. Joyce thanked ladies of the church for their willingness and reliability to provide when 

called upon. Joyce noted that WELCA received a $250 gift card from Thrivent. Roger made motion to accept 

WELCA report; Laura seconded; motion carried. 

 

Old Business 

• Sunday School Christmas Program offering will go to the Youth Group Fund from now on. 

• Quarterly financial update will continue to be posted on bulletin board. 

• The Memorial Fund will not be capped at certain amount. 

• Cindy will continue to send cards/notes to members. 

New Business 

• Alter Care and Usher Duties will be posted at church as well as on the church website. 

• Need to order candle oil and communion cups. 

• Council is in process of establishing cemetery and burial polices. 

• Palm Sunday brunch set for April 14th. 

• Concern was raised about Immanuel congregation familiarity of hymn selections. Council will add 

concern to agenda and address it at the February meeting. 

2019 Budget Approval-Brad made motion to approve 2019 Budget; Roxi seconded; motion carried. 

• John asked about starting to budget for brick tucking. Decided to obtain an estimate so we can plan 

accordingly. 

• Discussed fundraising ideas-Spring dinner, Amazon Smile, etc. 

• Fuel was again paid for by an anonymous donor-a tremendous thank you to that person for their 

donation!! 

2019 Council Nominations-2 seats 

Dave nominated Dena Cress, Roxi seconded. Trish nominated Geoff Phillips, John seconded;  

Matt made motion to accept nominations, Roger seconded; motion carried.  

Welcome Dena and Geoff! Special thank you to Matt Main for his years of service on church council.  

 

Adjournment-Roger Ohman made motion to adjourn meeting; David Rosen seconded; motion carried, 

meeting adjourned at 12:32 pm. 

Potluck fellowship followed meeting in church basement.  

Respectfully submitted by Ranae Demulling, Church Council Secretary 

 

Assisting with Worship at Immanuel: February and March 2019 

Altar Care Ushers Cleaning 

February: Joyce Ohman and  

Ranae Demulling 
February: Matt Main 

February: Joyce Ohman and 

 Ranae Demulling 

March: Monica Eggert and  

Laura Briesemeister 

March: Monica Eggert and  

Laura Briesemeister 
March: Linda and Sandy 

 

If you are unable to serve as scheduled please find a replacement and notify the church office. 

Please check the sign-up sheets posted on the bulletin board. Your help will be appreciated. 
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Give Online: Immanuel members have an online method for making weekly and special offerings. Give Online 

allows you to set up regular contributions as well as special one-time donations. Contributions may be made 

to the General, Benevolence, Memorial, or Building Funds. Contributions to the Memorial and Building Funds 

may be designated for specific projects. MasterCard, Visa, and Discover are accepted. You can also contribute 

using your financial institution's debit card, checking, or savings account. Visit our Web site at 

www.wilsonimmanuel.org and click on “Give Online” link in the menu bar near the top of the Home page. 

 

Amazon Smile: AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping 

features as Amazon.com. The difference is when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will 

donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice. There is 

no additional cost to the purchaser. 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a charitable organization of choice. To make an Amazon Smile contribution go to 

the parish web site at www.wilsonimmanuel.org and click on the “Give Online” link in the menu bar near the 

top of the Home Page. That will take you to the Give Online page. Clicking on the AmazonSmile logo on the 

Give Online page will take you to the AmazonSmile website, with Immanuel Lutheran Church selected as your 

organization of choice for donations. Immanuel Lutheran Church should appear in the "Supporting" line in the 

upper left corner of your screen screen. Then, simply make your Amazon purchase as you always do. Amazon 

Smile will calculate the amount of your donation and add it to the Immanuel account. 

 

You need to make this choice only once. Whenever you shop on Amazon Smile in the future a donation will be 

made to Immanuel. 

 
PARISH BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES – FEBRUARY 2018 

Birthdays Anniversaries 

Wilson   Immanuel   Wilson   

Feb 3 Jason Spielman Mar 2 Stephen Keeley Feb 21 Curt & Tammy Gregg 

Feb 5 Lisa Bowell Mar 5 Clifford Keeley   

Feb 6 Carolyn Anderson Mar 6 Logan Blaser Immanuel  

Feb 7 Tanner Bowell Mar 7 Julianna Rosen Feb 16 Michael & Amber Johnson 

Feb 9 Charles Bowell Mar 11 Steven Tellijohn Feb 20 
Joshua & Vanessa 

Melstrom 

Feb 12 Barry Brandvold Mar 12 Cathy Wheeler   

Feb 14 Theresa Pomasl Mar 12 Mark Goodrich   

Feb 19 Brenda Keck Mar 13 Hailie Steinberger   

  Mar 13 Sheanah Voeltz   

  Mar 14 Caysie Buhr   

  Mar 14 Rayna Brahmer   

  Mar 16 John Goodrich   

  Mar 17 Valarie Melstrom   

  Mar 17 Mitchel Main   

  Mar 17 Benjamin Goebel   

  Mar 24 LaVon Cassellius   

  Mar 25 Nina Berends   

  Mar 25 Jodi Main   

  Mar 27 Bob Darwin   

  Mar 30 Dan Rosen   

  Mar 31 Loni Rosen   

 



Revised Common Lectionary 

Daily Readings – Year C 

February 2019 

 

Date Day Psalm Old Testament Epistle Gospel 

1 Friday Psalm 71:1-6 2 Chronicles 35:20-27 Acts 19:1-10   

2 Saturday Psalm 71:1-6 2 Chronicles 36:11-21  John 1:43-51  

3 Sunday Psalm 71:1-6 Jeremiah 1:4-10 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 Luke 4:21-30  

4 Monday Psalm 56 1 Kings 17:8-16 1 Corinthians 2:6-16   

5 Tuesday Psalm 56 2 Kings 5:1-14 1 Corinthians 14:13-25   

6 Wednesday Psalm 56 Jeremiah 1:11-19  Luke 19:41-44  

7 Thursday Psalm 138 Numbers 20:22-29 Acts 9:19b-25   

8 Friday Psalm 138 Numbers 27:12-23 Acts 9:26-31   

9 Saturday Psalm 138 Judges 3:7-11  Luke 4:42-44  

10 Sunday Psalm 138 Isaiah 6:1-13 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 Luke 5:1-11  

11 Monday Psalm 115 Judges 5:1-11 1 Corinthians 14:26-40   

12 Tuesday Psalm 115 1 Samuel 9:15-10:1b 1 Timothy 3:1-9   

13 Wednesday Psalm 115 Isaiah 8:1-15  Luke 5:27-32  

14 Thursday Psalm 1 Jeremiah 13:12-19 Acts 13:26-34   

15 Friday Psalm 1 Jeremiah 13:20-27 1 Peter 1:17-2:1   

16 Saturday Psalm 1 Jeremiah 17:1-4  Luke 11:24-28  

17 Sunday Psalm 1 Jeremiah 17:5-10 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 Luke 6:17-26  

18 Monday Psalm 120 2 Kings 24:18-25:21 1 Corinthians 15:20-34   

19 Tuesday Psalm 120 Ezra 1:1-11 2 Corinthians 1:12-19   

20 Wednesday Psalm 120 Jeremiah 22:11-17  Luke 11:37-52  

21 Thursday Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 Genesis 43:16-34 Romans 8:1-11   

22 Friday Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 Genesis 44:1-17 1 John 2:12-17   

23 Saturday Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 Genesis 44:18-34  Luke 12:57-59  

24 Sunday Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 

42-50 
Luke 6:27-38 

 

25 Monday Psalm 38 Genesis 33:1-17 1 Corinthians 11:2-16   

26 Tuesday Psalm 38 1 Samuel 24:1-22 
1 Corinthians 11:17-22, 

27-33 
 

 

27 Wednesday Psalm 38 Leviticus 5:1-13  Luke 17:1-4  

28 Thursday Psalm 99 Deuteronomy 9:1-5 Acts 3:11-16   
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Prayer Ventures 

February 2019 

 

1 Black History Month  Give thanks for our sisters and 

brothers of African descent, who have both suffered 

much and contributed much to our nation and the 

ongoing work of building a multicultural church and 

restoring and reconciling communities in the name of 

Jesus Christ throughout the world. 

 

2 Give thanks for children and youth in our lives and 

congregations, for the gifts they bring to the body of 

Christ and for the leaders, teachers and members who 

nurture and encourage them.  

 

3 The good news of Jesus Christ, God’s love and the 

promise of eternal life bring us joy, but we sometimes 

find ourselves troubled and irritated by God’s desire for 
us to exercise justice and peace and immerse ourselves 

in serving our neighbors in need – without hesitation or 

prejudice. Pray the Holy Spirit will work in our hearts to 

change our attitudes, bias and self-centeredness, 

setting us free to be willing, committed disciples and 

servants in the world.  

 

4 Remember in prayer regions of the world embroiled 

in conflict and turmoil, that leaders of nations and 

people involved and impacted will work together for 

peaceful, just and lasting resolution and reconciliation; 

pray especially for the safety and well-being of people 

who have and continue to suffer loss, disrupted lives 

and displacement from their homes, communities or 

nations as a result of violence, persecution or economic 

collapse in these areas. 

 

5 Remember in prayer ELCA missionaries serving in 

collaboration with the Japan Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, especially in ministries of evangelism and 

education. Give thanks and pray for the 18 international 

leaders who have received ELCA educational 

scholarships to further develop their skills for service in 

the church in Japan. 

 

6 What is love? Where is it scarce or misguided in our 

relationships and how we live out our faith? Ask God to 

deepen and mature our understanding of love and 

center us in the love we, as baptized children of God, 

are called to share generously with others.  

 

7 Thank God for the special relationship we have with 

the Episcopal Church, a full communion partner with 

the ELCA since 1999; pray for the church, its members 

and leaders, and that together we find strength and 

new resources for the work of sharing the gospel and 

serving our neighbor. 

 

8 The Lord is our refuge, rock, protection, hope and 

trust throughout life. Give thanks and praise! 

 

9 Give thanks for the work and impact of ELCA World 

Hunger. Pray we all seek ways of being working, 

generous partners in breaking the cycle of hunger and 

poverty, providing immediate and long-term assistance, 

and bringing hope to individuals, communities and 

regions of the world that suffer from hunger and 

poverty. 

 

10 Consider what stirred you to follow Jesus and grow 

in faith. Pray for the Holy Spirit to fill you with courage 

and confidence to invite others to believe and follow. 

 

11 Pray for our seven ELCA seminaries, that their faculty 

and staff are strengthened, inspired and sustained in 

their work of preparing men and women for public 

ministry in a multitude of contexts and communities 

here and around the world. 

 

12 Give thanks for entrepreneurs of all ages in our 

congregations, and pray we value their energy, ideas, 

skills, curiosity and creative perspectives as assets that 

can be used for ministry and serving our neighbor. 

 

13 Called by God to serve as a prophet, Isaiah felt ill-

equipped, reluctant and that he was a poor choice for 

the task – until God’s spirit moved him to reply, “Here I 
am; send me!” Pray we are open to the work God is 

calling us to do in our congregations, communities and 

the world, and, in spite of our hesitations and 

insecurities, are able to trust God’s forgiveness and 

empowering love by responding, “Here I am; send me!” 

 

14 ELCA gifts and offerings support leadership 

development, education and collaboration in China. We 

partner with the local church and organizations to 

respond to health, hunger and leadership development 

needs; 10 international leaders have received 

scholarships to further develop their skills for service in 

the church in China. Give thanks to God for what we are 

able to accomplish through working together. 
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15 Give thanks for the good news of Jesus Christ that 

we have received through faith, and pray we eagerly 

and unashamedly work to proclaim the gospel in the 

world with all who will listen – with friends and 

strangers alike. 

 

16 Continue to pray for and support parents, families, 

friends and communities that have suffered the tragic 

loss of loved ones as a result of gun violence. Pray we 

are filled with empathy and care for the long and 

difficult healing they may go through, and that the Holy 

Spirit will help us be bold, wise agents and advocates of 

change to prevent and end the violence across our 

nation. 

 

17 Jesus compels us to serve our neighbor and be a 

blessing to others – friends, strangers, enemies, 

outcasts, hungry and poor alike. Thank God for inviting 

us to join in God’s work in the world and ask for the 

Holy Spirit’s guidance and help with the service and 

challenges to which we have been called.  

 

18 Martin Luther, died 1546  Give thanks for the life, 

faith and teachings of Martin Luther, who worked with 

tenacity and courage to serve Christ while also 

confessing his personal struggles, questions and human 

weaknesses; pray we, too, are faithful in our baptismal 

journeys and not easily discouraged by the complexities 

of life, risks and our self-doubts. 

 

19 Lift up thanks and praise for our life with God, a life 

filled with promise, hope and blessings that nourish us 

each and every day; a life and relationship that God 

desires for all people.  

 

20 Pray members and leaders of our congregations are 

bold yet humble servants of Christ who embrace 

ongoing self-reflection, study of Scripture, evaluation, 

prayerful conversation and creative planning for the 

purpose of doing God’s work in the world and growing 
the church.  

 

21 Pray we find joy, wisdom and nourishment in 

following the word and paths of God in the midst of 

everything else competing for attention and influence in 

our lives. 

 

22 Praise God for revealing to the world the risen Christ 

who is not bound by the consequences of human sin 

and death, but instead gifts us – through faith – with 

the truth and certainty of God’s love, forgiveness and 

eternal life.  

 

23 Give thanks for the energetic participation in “God’s 
work. Our hands.” Sunday each fall and for the resulting 

partnerships and community service that stretch 

throughout the year. 

 

24 Ask God to help us listen to and wrap our lives 

around the straightforward teachings of Jesus that 

implore us to be merciful, generous, love our enemies, 

do good to those who hate us and not judge others – 

attitudes and actions that may not come easily to us.  

 

25 Give thanks for the Deaconess Community, a Christ-

centered community of women who devote their lives 

to proclaiming the gospel through ministries of mercy 

and servant leadership in diverse community and 

ministry contexts. 

 

26 Remember God’s love and forgiveness, and pray we 

are moved to demonstrate the same grace and 

forgiveness – as Joseph did with his brothers who sold 

him into slavery – with people with whom we have 

experienced offense, conflict or broken relationships.  

 

27 Give thanks for the Research and Evaluation services 

of our church, which assist congregations and synods in 

exploring their communities, demographics and trends, 

ministry opportunities and challenges, and provide 

resources and insights for planning and renewing 

ministries. 

 

28 What have you been worrying about lately? Share 

your concerns with God; trust in the Lord, be still, don’t 
fret and go about doing good in the world. 

  



FEBRUARY 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 

3  Holy Communion    

8:30 @ Immanuel 

SS:  9:30 @ Immanuel 

10:30 @ Wilson 

SS:  9:45 at Wilson 

 

4 

Pastor’s Sabbath Day 

 

5 

9:30 a.m. St. Croix 

Conference Meeting 

at Cross Lutheran - 

Roberts 

 

6 

6:00 Confirmation at 

Immanuel 

6:00 Wilson 

Confirmation at St. 

John’s 

7 

 

8 9 

10  

8:30 @ Immanuel 

SS:  9:30 @ Immanuel 

10:30 @ Wilson 

SS:  9:45 @ Wilson 

11:30 Sunday Brunch at 

Wilson 

 

111 

 

Pastor’s Sabbath Day 

 

12 

7:00 p.m. Council 

Meeting at Immanuel 

 

13 

6:00 Confirmation at 

Immanuel 

6:00 Wilson 

Confirmation at St. 

John’s 

14 

9:30 a.m. WELCA Mtg. 

at Wilson 

12:30 p.m. Council 

Meeting at Wilson 

6:30 p.m. Worship 

Committee at 

Immanuel 

15 16 

17  Holy Communion    

8:30 @ Immanuel 

SS:  9:30 @ Immanuel 

10:30 @ Wilson 

SS:  9:45 at Wilson 

Newsletter Deadline 

18 

 

Pastor’s Sabbath Day 

 

19 

10:15 a.m. Worship at 

Glenhaven 

 

20 

6:00 Confirmation at 

Immanuel 

6:00 Wilson 

Confirmation at St. 

John’s 

21 

 

22 23 

Darlene Off - 

Vacation 

24  

8:30 @ Immanuel 

SS:  9:30 at Immanuel 

10:30 @ Wilson 

SS:  9:45 at Wilson 

 

Darlene Off - Vacation 

25 

Pastor’s Sabbath Day 

26 27 

6:00 Confirmation at 

Immanuel 

6:00 Wilson 

Confirmation at St. 

John’s 

28 March 1 

 

 

2 

NOTE: WORSHIP TIMES CHANGE ON SUNDAY, MARCH 3 

8:30 A.M. AT WILSON 

10:30 A.M. AT IMMANUEL 


