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PASTOR’S PAGE 
 
Christmas is over – or is it? We’ve spent weeks preparing: gifts to purchase, goodies to bake, meals to plan 
and prepare, travel plans and family gatherings to coordinate. Then, seemingly in an instant, it’s over. I can’t 
tell you the number of times I’ve heard the words, “I love Christmas, but I’ll be glad when it’s over.” If you’re 

one of those people, don’t think you’re alone – or feel guilty. You have plenty of company in that sentiment. 
 
Christmas is over – or is it? I recently came across a poem that helps us envision a different perspective of 
Christmas. (From Advent’s Alleluia to Easter’s Morning Light, by Ann Weems) 
 

January’s Song 
There is a rumor on the streets 

That Christmas is over. 
Lights and ornaments are packed away, 

trees are dragged to the curb, 
people back to business as usual. 

We’re no longer in the party mood; 
The humbugging is back in vogue. 

 
This is January . . . 

How can Christmas be over?! 
The Child is just newborn, 

the song of Peace and Goodwill 
still rings in our ears. 

The shepherds and sages still kneel 
to this One who is born to us . . . 

just born to us. 
 

How can Christmas be over?? 
The story of the gospel is just beginning. 

We who say the Star 
now live in its Light. 

We who saw and heard 
now believe. 

 
Christmas is not over. 
We’re just beginning 

to follow this One 
who calls us now to 

Live in the light of Love. 
Christmas in not over. 

It’s just beginning 
And this is January’s song!! 

 
No, my friends, the truth is Christmas is not over. In fact, it has only just begun. Christmas Blessings to all of 
you – all year. 
 
Pastor Bob 
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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
Month: January 2018 
Season of Epiphany 

Worship Times: Wilson – 8:30 a.m.; Immanuel – 10:30 a.m. 
 
“The waters of baptism tell the truth, that we live in a world of competing values and conflicting loyalties. To 
follow Jesus is to turn away from the ways of living and being in the world. On Baptism of Our Lord, John the 
baptizer declares that the one coming after him will baptize you with the Holy Spirit’ (Mark 1:8). By the fourth 
and fifth Sundays after Epiphany, other spirits have entered the narrative. In the synagogue, Jesus is 
confronted by an unclean spirit who reacts to the power and authority of his teaching by asking, ‘Have you 
come to destroy us’ (Mark 1:24). Later, in the home of Simon’s mother-in-law, Jesus confronts the demonic 
spirits that lead to sickness and disease, demonstrating the new life and healing that are gifts of the Holy Spirit 
(Mark 1:32-34).” (Sundays and Seasons, Year B 2018) 
 
Saturday, January 6: Epiphany of Our Lord: The word “epiphany” means “to show” or “to reveal”. On this day 
we remember the wise men bringing gifts to the Christ child and, by so doing, revealed Jesus to the world as 
Lord and King. 

 Epiphany Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12. 
 
Sunday, January 7: Baptism of Our Lord 

 Color: White 
 Setting: ELW Setting IV with Holy Communion 
 Readings: Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7 
 Holy Gospel: Mark 1:4-11: Mark's gospel reports the story of Jesus' baptism with some irony: the one 

on whom the Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 
 

Sunday, January 14: Epiphany 2 
 Color: Green 
 Setting: WOV Service of Word and Prayer 
 Readings: 1 Samuel 3:1-20; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
 Holy Gospel: John 1:43-51: In John's gospel, Jesus' ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then 

bring others to Jesus. Philip's friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the 
invitation to "Come and see." 
 

Sunday, January 21: Epiphany 3 
 Color: Green 
 ELW Setting: ELW Setting IV with Holy Communion 
 Readings: Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
 Holy Gospel: Mark 1:14-20: Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes 

known as "the gospel" or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this 
will respond with repentance and faith. 

 
Sunday, January 28: Epiphany 4 

 Color: Green 
 ELW Setting: ELW Setting IV  
 Readings:  Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

 Holy Gospel: Mark 1:21-28: The story has barely begun, and already the battle is joined. Jesus sides 
with humanity against every force that would bring death and disease. These forces recognize Jesus 
and know what his power means for them. This, however, is only the first fight. The war will go on 
much longer. 



3 
 

PARISH NEWS 
 

 
 
Dear Brethren, 
 
Once again the Lord has given us the season of Advent when we celebrate the coming of the Son of Man. 
 
On behalf of the Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi (ELCM), I am writing to wish you a wonderful time 
as Christmas is just around the corner and very soon Immanuel (God with Us) will be born. 
 
Being RLCM partner / companion, the church felt is should extend its best wishes to you. As we walk together and 
appreciate your support, we would like to let you know that you are part of the partners who are contributing to the 
growth of the Lutheran Church in Malawi. Despite thousands of miles that separate us, but he love of Christ makes us 
being close. And we look forward to walk together again beyond the year of 2017. 
 
May the light of Christmas be your sun that you may never walk in darkness. ELCM offers you the season’s gifts of joy 
and unending testimonies. 
 
Christmas is a sign of stars, angels and love divine come down from heaven unto our hearts. May Christmas come down 
unto your heart. 
 
From ELCM to your congregations, sending love and plenty of Christmas cheers to you and all congregants. 
 
Isaiah 9:6 and reads, “For to us the child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on shoulders. And he 
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God. Everlasting Father. Prince of Peace.” 
 
May this Christmas and New Year bring you peace and joy. 
 
Yours in the name of the soon coming Lord and Savior, 
 
Mphatso Thole 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi 
Yours in the name of the soon coming Lord and Savior, 

Annual Report: January 7 is the deadline for submitting information for each congregation’s annual report. 
Please honor this deadline so office staff has the time needed to assemble and print the reports prior to the 
annual meetings. 
 
Annual Congregation Meetings: Annual meetings at Immanuel and Wilson have been scheduled. Both 
congregations will adopt their 2018 budgets, elect council members, and conduct other business. All members 
are encouraged to attend. 

 Immanuel: Sunday, January 21 – 11:30 a.m. following worship. 

 Wilson: Sunday January 28 – 11:30 a.m. following worship. 
 
NOTE THE CHANGE IN WORSHIP TIMES ON JANUARY 28: 8:30 A.M. AT IMMANUEL; 10:30 A.M. AT WILSON. 
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Thank You: Thank you for remembering Susan and I with all the wonderful Christmas cards and gifts. Your 
thoughtfulness is truly appreciated. We both feel so blessed by the people of this parish. Thank you for being 
the Body of Christ you are in the world.  Pastor Bob and Sue 
 
Sunday School Schedule: Following the Christmas / New Year’s break, Sunday School at Immanuel will resume 
on Sunday, January 7 at the regular time. The Wilson Sunday School will resume on Sunday, January 14, also at 
the regular time. We look forward to having all our young people back. 
 
Blood Drive at Zion Lutheran Church: A blood drive has been scheduled for Friday, January 12from noon to 
6:00 p.m. at Zion Lutheran Church in Woodville. Let's come together to help ensure patients get the lifesaving 
blood they need.  Make an appointment by calling Joann at 715-684-3043, or log onto redcrossblood.org and 
search by zip 54028. 
 
God Pause Daily Devotional: “God Pause” is a daily devotional produced by Luther Seminary in St. Paul, 
delivered to your email each day. Written by a variety of people – pastors, former seminary students, and 
many others - each day’s devotion is based on one of the scripture texts for the coming Sunday, offering 
insight to the readings. 
 
To begin receiving it, register on the Luther Seminary web site at www.luthersem.edu. Click on the “Stay 
Connected” link on the right side of the menu bar near the top of the page. That link will take you to the “Stay 
Connected” page where you will find “God Pause Devotions” in the menu on the left side of the page. Click on 
that link and you will be taken to the devotion for the day where you can also register to receive the daily 
devotion by email. Just click on the “Sign Up Now” button. I subscribed to this many years ago and have found 
it an excellent way to start the day.  
 
Lent Worship Schedule: It may seem a little early to be announcing this, but the Lent / Easter begins about 2 
weeks earlier than last year and we don’t want you to be surprised. 
 

Date Service Location Time 

February 14 Ash Wednesday Immanuel 7:00 p.m. 

February 21 Wednesday Lent Service Wilson 7:00 p.m. 

February 28 Wednesday Lent Service Immanuel 7:00 p.m. 

March 7 Wednesday Lent Service Wilson 7:00 p.m. 

March 14 Wednesday Lent Service Immanuel 7:00 p.m. 

March 21 Wednesday Lent Service Wilson 7:00 p.m. 

March 25 Palm / Passion Sunday Immanuel and Wilson 
8:30 @ Immanuel 
10:30 @ Wilson 

March 29 Maundy Thursday Wilson 7:00 p.m. 

March 30 Good Friday Immanuel 7:00 p.m. 

April 1 Easter Sunday Immanuel and Wilson 
8:30 @ Immanuel 
10:30 @ Wilson 

 
WILSON NEWS 

 
Wilson WELCA: WELCA will not meet in January. The next regular meeting is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. Thursday, 
February 8. All women of the congregation are invited to attend. 
 
Wilson Council: The next regular meeting is scheduled for 12:30 p.m. Thursday, January 11. Meetings are 
open to all members of the congregation. 

http://www.luthersem.edu/
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December 14, 2017 Council Meeting Highlights: (Complete minutes are available in the office.) 

 Dean reported the tree stumps had been removed by Shackleton Tree Service. 

 Dean made a motion to recommend the 2018 budget to the congregation seconded by Roger. Motion 
carried. 

 Dean will contact the Pierce County Herald newspaper publications to add Wilson Lutheran to the 
church directory. 

 Roxann Peterson and family would like to reupholster the chairs by the alter and the kneeling rail in 
memory of George Conrad. Roxy will contact the Timm family to make sure they are ok with 
reupholstering the donated chairs. 

 Roxy made a motion to accept new member transfer of Louanne Anderson seconded by Barb. Motion 
carried. 

 Jennifer made a motion to have the annual meeting on January 28, 2018 switching church service 
times. Seconded by Chuck. Motion carried. 

 The nomination committee is Lyle Jacobson and Chuck Lamb. 

 Discussion about worship will be brought before the worship committee. 
 

Assisting with Worship at Wilson: January 2018 
Altar Care Ushers 

January: Barb Lamb January: Chuck and Barb Lamb 

 
If you are unable to serve as scheduled please find a replacement and notify the church office. 

Sign-up sheets for 2018 are on the table in the narthex. You help will be appreciated. 
 
Tuesday Community Supper: There will NOT be a Community Supper on Tuesday January 2 because it is so 
close to a holiday. The next supper will be February 6. 
 
St. John’s / Wilson Confirmation Retreat: Wilson confirmands, mark your calendar for the Mid-Winter 
Confirmation Retreat, Friday, January 19th from 5:30 to 10:45 p.m. Meet at St. John’s for a meal, then travel to 
Eagan for a Feed My Starving Children event. Registration is due not later that Wednesday, January 10. See 
Pastor Bob if you need a registration form. 
 

IMMANUEL NEWS 
 
Immanuel Council Minutes: 
Date of Meeting: December 12, 2017 
Start Time: 7:21 PM End Time: 8:20 PM 
Attendees:  Pastor Bob, Matt Main, Roger Ohman, Tiffany Bonte, Ranae Ohman, Brad Voeltz, Trudie 
Steinberger 
Absent: Rita Buhr, Trish Swanepoel, Dave Rosen 

Agenda 
Pastor Bob started with prayer 

1. Pastor’s Report – See Attachment 
2. Treasure’s Report- Ranae made motion; Trudie seconded; motion carried. 
3. Secretary’s Report-Ranae made motion; Brad seconded; motion carried. 

 
Old Business 

1. RAMP COMPLETE!!  Spring Clean-Up 2018, Dave will bring in load of black dirt to fill in headstones that 
are leaning. Also, in the spring we will have a Sunday service dedicated to the ramp (all the donations 
and labor that went into this project). 
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2. Scott Buhr has contacted contractor and roof is scheduled to be replaced June/July 2018. Now to start 
fundraising for our building fund (estimating $15,000).  As of November 12, 2017, $3250 raised.  Rita 
Buhr will also be putting together another fund-raising activity together for the congregation to 
participate in.  To come in early 2018. 

a. Can we borrow money from our Thrivent Account? 
b. Also, considering low interest loans or grants. 
c. ELCA Mission Investment Funds (small loans to local congregations). 

3. Revisit bold Generosity Project in summer 2018. 
4. Change jar money collected October-December will go to West Cap for children in need. 
5. A Memorial plaque to be made on behalf of all who donated in honor of loved ones. – Rita Buhr to 

organize? 
6. As a council, we have decided to set a meeting for Guidelines/Structure for each class/grade level for 

our Sunday School Program.   It has been a struggle getting teachers to help and getting children there 
to participate.  For the last year and half there hasn’t been a confirmation teacher.  Matt Main has 
stepped up and offered to team teach.  If you are interested in team teaching confirmation students 
with Matt Main please reach out to Tiffany Bonte or Pastor.  This will start in January 2018.   

7. The Sunday School guidelines/structure meeting will take place on Sunday, January 14th at 11:30 
(after church). If you have interest in helping with our youth program please attend this meeting. 

New Business 
1. Annual Meeting will be held January 21, 2018 at 11:30 am. 
2. Matt Main got a quote from Speed of Sound on new speaker system for church. $1,745 for speaker 

and mic system that can be operated by iPad.  Trudie made a motion; Brad seconded; motion carried.  
We will be considering installation early 2018. 

3. LaVon Cassellius will be nominated as Treasure at upcoming Annual Meeting. 
4. January 14, 2018 will be New Member Sunday at Immanuel.  We welcome Janet Anderson from 

Bayport, MN into our congregation. Roger made a motion; Trudie seconded; motion carried. 
5. Jack Benitez with All Around will be at next council meeting on Jan. 9th to discuss roofing options and 

give the church an estimate. 

Roger made motion to adjourn the meeting; Ranae seconded; motion carried. 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 9, 2018 at 6:45 PM  
Respectfully submitted by Tiffany Bonte, Church Council Secretary 

 
Assisting with Worship at Immanuel - 2018 

Altar Care Ushers Cleaning 

 
Watch for the 2018 sign-up sheets post on the bulletin board. Your help will be appreciated. 

 

 
****************************************************************************************** 

 
Exercise: I feel like my body has totally gotten out of shape, so I got my doctor’s permission to join a fitness 
club and start exercising. I decided to take an aerobics class for seniors. I bent, twisted, gyrated, jumped up 
and down, and perspired for an hour. But, by the time I got my leotards on, the class was over. 
 
Pastor Bob’s Lament: I have to admit, as much as it hurts to do so, the Vikings are playing pretty good football 
this season. But, they do have me a bit worried. Should they make it to the Super Bowl and actually end up 
winning, it means hell will have frozen over and I’m going to be out of work!  
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PARISH BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES – January 2018 
 

WILSON IMMANUEL 

Anniversaries Anniversaries 

January 13 Ken & Pam Finder   

    

Birthdays Birthdays 

January 6 Roger Kronholm January 1 Kristine Scherz 

January 6 Doug Brandt January 2 Julie Wheeler 

January 9 Roxann Peterson January 2 Laura Lee Goodrich 

January 10 Flossie Hughes January 5 Kim Rosen 

January 13 Eric Eidem January 6 Isaac Voeltz 

January 13 Barb Kronholm January 7 Waylon Dorsey 

January 14 Vickie Glampe January 8 Patrick Steinberger 

January 14 Kamdyn Stahl January 12 Isabelle Blaser 

January 15 Charles Lamb January 13 Joshua Forsblade 

January 19 Tammy Gregg January 14 Colton Marlett 

January 21 Chris Blegen January 16 Bill Voeltz 

January 23 Jill Menk January 17 Adam Melstrom 

January 23 Jimmy Brandvold January 19 Monica Eggert 

  January 19 Tracie Steinberger 

  January 20 Austin Buhr 

  January 24 Abigail Main 

  January 26 Benjamin LaBeree 

  January 28 James Cuper 

  January 28 Donnette Steinberger 

  January 30 Kylie Ohman 

 

 
“Just This. Just Now.” 

In her Advent / Christmas message to the church, ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton reflected on her busy 

schedule and all the things that needed her attention, both in her role with the ELCA and her personal life. 
Realizing she was so caught up in planning activities and the anticipation of events, she found herself 
everywhere but in the present. It was, as she described it, like being on auto-pilot; not fully aware of what was 
taking place around her. In retrospect, she offered four words, “Just This. Just Now”, that provides an 
alternate perspective. “Just This. Just Now” calls us to slow down and be present in the moments of our lives 
instead of being so focused on all the things that lie ahead of us we miss the moment. Seems like good advice 
we can all live with. 
 
[Bishop Easton’s complete message can be heard by clicking on the video link under “Latest News” on the 
home page of the Wilson-Immanuel web site, www.wilsonimmanuel.org.] 


