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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

February 2020 –Season after Epiphany and Ash Wednesday 

Worship Times: Wilson – 8:30 a.m. / Immanuel – 10:30 a.m. 

 

NOTE: WORSHIP TIMES CHANGE ON SUNDAY, MARCH 1 

8:30 A.M. AT IMMANUEL AND 10:30 A.M. AT WILSON  

 

Sunday, February 2 – Epiphany 4 

❖ Color: Green 

❖ ELW Setting: Setting IV with Holy Communion 

❖ Readings: Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

❖ Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12: Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the 

reign of God. 

 

Sunday, February 9 – Epiphany 5 

❖ Color: Green 

❖ ELW Setting: Setting IV 

❖ Readings: Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 112:1-10; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 

❖ Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20: In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the 

earth and the light of the world, doing good works and keeping God's commandments. 

 

Sunday, February 16 – Epiphany 6 

❖ Color: Green 

❖ ELW Setting: Setting IV with Holy Communion  

❖ Readings: Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

❖ Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37: In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus exhorts his followers to embrace standards 

of righteousness that exceed legal requirements and traditional expectations. 

 

Sunday, February 23 – Transfiguration of Our Lord 

❖ Color: White 

❖ ELW Setting: Setting IV with Holy Communion 

❖ Readings: Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2; 2 Peter 1:16-21 

❖ Holy Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9: Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is revealed to 

Peter, James, and John in a mountaintop experience of divine glory called the transfiguration. 

 

Wednesday, February 26 – Ash Wednesday 

❖ Color: Purple 

❖ ELW Setting: Setting IV with Holy Communion 

❖ Readings: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

❖ Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21: In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, 

but emphasizes that spiritual devotion must not be done for show. 

 

 

Parish Mission Statement 

Wilson – Immanuel Lutheran Parish serves to provide all people the opportunity to become disciples of Jesus Christ, 

encourage faith and obedience to Christ and, through diverse opportunities for evangelism, serve God’s people in our 

communities, nation, and throughout the world. 

 

 

PARISH NEWS 

Attention All Musicians: The parish Worship Committee is seeking musicians of all ages and abilities to share their talent 

by accompanying worship at Wilson and Immanuel. Any type of musical instrument, flute, guitar, trumpet, saxophone, 

French horn, drums, or any other instrument is welcome (maybe even spoons      ). If you’re one of these people, 

contact Pastor Bob, or a member of the Worship Committee (Immanuel: Rita Buhr, Denise Voeltz, Rhea DeBoer; Wilson: 

Sue Faber, Louanne Anderson, Mary Brandt) 



Newsletter On-Line: The monthly newsletter and calendar are available in PDF format on the parish web site located at 

www.wilsonimmanuel.org. Click on the “Newsletter” and “Calendar” links in the menu bar at the top of the Home page. 

If you would like to receive links to the Web site versions of the calendar and newsletter by email each month, subscribe 

to the Parish Email List by completing “Subscribe for Updates” found on the lower right corner of the Home page. 

 

2020 Lent and Holy Week Schedule 

Date Service Location Time 

February 26 Ash Wednesday Immanuel 7:00 p.m. 

March 4 Wednesday Lent Service Wilson 7:00 p.m. 

March 11 Wednesday Lent Service Immanuel 7:00 p.m. 

March 18 Wednesday Lent Service Wilson 7:00 p.m. 

March 25 Wednesday Lent Service Immanuel 7:00 p.m. 

April 1 Wednesday Lent Service Wilson 7:00 p.m. 

April 5 Palm / Passion Sunday Immanuel and Wilson 
8:30 @ Immanuel 

10:30 @ Wilson 

April 9 Maundy Thursday Wilson 7:00 p.m. 

April 10 Good Friday Immanuel 7:00 p.m. 

April 12 Easter Sunday Immanuel and Wilson 
8:30 @ Immanuel 

10:30 @ Wilson 

 

Walking Together 

The 11th annual Walking Together event is scheduled for Saturday, February 22 at UW Eau Claire Davies Center. Walking 

Together is a day of learning and workshops designed for people around the synod to collaborate, hear about best 

practices in congregational ministry, get inspired, and explore new faith practices that connect us with one another and 

with God. Forty different workshops are scheduled, providing an abundance to opportunities for learning. 

 

The deadline for registration is Friday, February 14. Anyone interested in attending is invited to contact Pastor Bob for 

more information. Registration fees are paid by each congregation. 

 

WILSON NEWS 

Dear Members of Wilson Lutheran Church: Your gift of money was used toward the purchase of a piano lamp. My 49 

year old lamp has recently gone on strike periodically, so it was time for it to retire! Thank you so much for your gift. It is 

indeed a blessing to me to lead music at Wilson! Blessings to you, Mary 

 

Wilson WELCA: The next regular WELCA meeting is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. Thursday, February 13. All women of the 

church are invited to attend.  

 

Wilson Council: The next regular meeting is scheduled for 12:30 p.m. Thursday, February 13. Meetings are open to all 

members of the congregation. 

 

January 9 Council Meeting Highlights: (Complete minutes are available in the office) 

• Mike Ellefson made a motion to approve the new members: Rex and Janet Brandt, Tracie Davis, and Judy 

Johnson, second by Sharon Bowell. Motion carried. 

• After some discussion Mike made a motion to approve a transfer of $8000 from the checking account to the 

savings account, second by Barb Knopps. Motion carried 

• Dean made a motion to accept the recommendations of the Wilson Endowment Fund Committee and that the 

committee would follow through to distribute $2500 to four organizations: Luther Park, Luther Point, St. Jude’s 
Children’s Hospital and ELCA Good Gifts towards a water well, Mike second it. Motion carried. 

• A discussion as to what to do with the snow blower we are no longer using will be tabled till the next meeting. 

•  There was some discussion in regards to newsletters, envelope boxes being sent to inactive members and the 

protocol for cemetery plots for inactive members. Louanne will make a complete list of inactive members. 

Further discussion tabled till the next meeting. 

 



Annual Meeting of Wilson Lutheran Church 

January 26, 2020 

The Annual Meeting of Wilson Lutheran Church was called to order at 11:23 A.M. by Council President Chuck Lamb. 

Pastor Bob opened with Litany and Prayer. 

Minutes: 

The minutes of the 2019 Annual meeting were read by secretary Ginny Overland. Don Hogenson made a motion to 

accept the minutes as read, Bill Krueger second. Motion carried. 

Financial Report: 

The financial report is included in the 2019 Annual Report for members to review. Doug Faber made a motion to accept 

the financial report, Chuck Walz second. Motion carried. 

The new budget was reviewed and there was discussion in regards to the amount given to Luther Point Bible Camp. The 

council will discuss it further at the next council meeting. Dean Rambo made a motion to approve the budget for 2020, 

Jill Menk second. Motion carried. 

Old Business: 

• The bid for the new carpet and moving the pews was just under $10,000. Council agreed that the carpeting 

would be clean, which was done, and did not need to be replaced. 

New Business: 

• Audit report was presented by Roxann Peterson. Roxann and Karen Johnson reviewed the books and found 

everything to be in order. 

• The nominating committee, Sherry Ellefson and Roxann Peterson, presented Jerry Glampe and Sharon Bowell as 

willing to continue their fill in positions as Trustees. Bill Kruegar made a motion to accept Jerry Glampe and 

Sharon Bowell to serve as 1st term Trustees, Doug Faber second. Motion carried. 

• Synod Assembly will be held May 16, 2020 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Eau Claire, WI.  Two representatives from 

our congregation are needed to attend.  Pastor Doug Brandt and Pastor Rex Brandt will discuss if their 

attendance would qualify. 

• Dean Rambo was given recognition for doing an incredible job managing the cemetery the last 20 years. Doug 

Faber will be President of the Cemetery Committee, Louanne Anderson secretary/treasurer and Dean Rambo 

and Evan Peterson board members. Dean reported the memorials and donations have made the cemetery 

financially sound. A work day will be set up to straighten the smaller stones. Thanks to Mike Ellefson and Chuck 

Walz for getting the water line placed and to Mike and Sherry for the lawn maintenance of the cemetery. 

• Nominating committee for 2020 will be Sherry Ellefson and she will find someone to help her. 

• Karen Johnson will be on the audit committee for one more year and Jill Menk accepted the 3 year term. 

• This is the first year interest from the Endowment Fund will distributed to: $500.00 Luther Point Bible Camp, 

$500.00 Luther Park Bible Camp, $500.00 St. Jude Hospital for Children and $1000.00 ELCA Good Gifts towards a 

well in Africa. 

• The budget committee is Sue Faber and Barb Kronholm. 

A motion was made by Barb Lamb and second by Doug Faber to adjourn.  We closed at 11:53AM with a table prayer 

lead by Pastor Bob. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ginny Overland, Secretary 

 

Wilson Endowment Fund Committee Meeting 

January 7, 2020 Meeting Minutes 

Present: Doug Faber, Sue Faber, Kari Deppa, Dennis Blegen, Linda Powers, Pastor Bob 

Doug called the meeting to order 

Pastor Bob led us in an opening devotion and prayer 

Minutes from the May 21, 2019 meeting were reviewed – no changes noted 

A motion to accept minutes as printed made by Doug and seconded by Sue; motion passed. 

Prior to the meeting Joan Bartz provided Pastor Bob with 2019 Financial Review for January 1, 2019 – December 31, 

2019 indicating total gains of $5,734.89 for the fund. 

Distribution options were discussed with eight possible scenarios 

• Make no distribution on reinvest all gains 

• Distribute 100% of the gains - $5735 

• Distribute 50% of the gains - $2,867 



• Distribute 40% of the gains - $2,294 

• Distribute Dividends and Capital Gains - $2,100.69 

• Distribute 30% of the gains - $1,720 

• Distribute 20% of the gains - $1,147 

• Distribute 10% of the gains - $573 

It was decided to distribute approximately 40% - 50% of the gains and reinvest the remaining amount. 

No requests have been received for distributions from the fund. The following options were suggested as possible 

recipients: 

• Luther Park 

• Luther Point 

• Synod fund to assist with seminary debt 

• Lutheran World Relief 

• Local food pantries 

• Shriners 

• St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital 
• ELCA Good Gifts (water well) 

The recommendation of the committee to be made to the Wilson Lutheran Church Council is to distribute $2,500 from 

the fund as follows: 

• $500 – Luther Park 

• $500 – Luther Point 

• $500 – St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital 

• $1,000 – ELCA Good Gifts towards a water well 

Promotion of the fund was discussed 

• The promotional brochure was printed and is available for distribution 

• Disbursements of the 2019 funds should be noted in the Sunday Bulletin and newsletter to increase awareness 

of the fund 

• Pastor Bob asked Doug to prepare a report of the committees’ activities to be included in the 2019 Annual 

Report 

All members of the committee indicated they are willing to continue to serve for the 2020 year 

• Doug will remain as president; Linda will remain as secretary 

• Each committee member serves a three-year term 

• There are no term limits 

Next Meeting: Spring 2020 (Shoot for May) 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Dennis and seconded by Kari; motion passed. 

Prepared by: Linda Powers 

 

WILSON LUTERAN CHURCH 2020 

USHER SCHEDULE 

February Chuck and Barb Lamb 4 Sundays 

March Chuck Waltz and Gary Peterson 5 Sundays 

COMMUNION SERVERS 

February Linda Powers 4 Sundays 

March Evan Peterson 3 Sundays 

ALTAR CARE SCHEDULE 

February  Sherry Ellefson 4 Sundays 

March Rex and Janet Brandt 5 Sundays 

Please arrange for another person if you are unable to serve as scheduled. 

Please check the Altar Care sign-up sheet on the table in the narthex and help as you are able. 

 

 



IMMANUEL NEWS 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Annual Meeting Agenda 

January 19, 2020 

Call to Order - Meeting was called to order by President Ranae Demulling at 11:30 am 

Attendance: Ranae Demulling, Joyce Ohman, Roger Ohman, Tiffany Bonte, Roxi Anderson, Polly Henke, John Stansbury, 

Pastor Bob, Dennis Rosen, Debbie Rosen, Matt Main, Monica Eggert, Emma Eggert, Kate Rosen, Katie Weiss, Sue Dahm, 

Rick Blaser, LaVon Cassellius 

Opening Litany and Prayer-Lead by Pastor Dahm 

Pastor’s Report-See attachment.  Pastor provided verbal commentary and thanks. 

Acceptance of 2019 Annual Meeting Minutes-Dennis Rosen made motion to accept minutes, John Stansbury seconded; 

motion carried 

Acceptance of 2019 Financial Report- Joyce Ohman made motion to accept report, David Rosen seconded; motion 

carried 

Council President’s Report-See Attachment, Ranae also provided verbal commentary and thanks. 3 new members 

added to the council. 

Sunday School Report-See Attachment, Tiffany also provided verbal commentary and thanks 

WELCA Report-See Attachment, Joyce also provided verbal.  Joyce thanked ladies of the church for their willingness and 

reliability to provide when called upon. Joyce noted that WELCA received a $250 gift card from Thrivent for church 

supper materials.   

Old Business 

• Sunday School Christmas Program offering will go to the Youth Group Fund from now on 

• Financial update will continue to be posted on bulletin board 

o It was noted the importance of provided a general update on what is needed to run the church.  Council 

will decide on the best way to provide this information and how often. People are likely unaware of 

what it costs to maintain and may be more inclined to make offerings. 

• Cindy will continue to send cards/notes to members – Cindy was not in attendance to determine if cards/notes 

were being sent. 

• Alter Care and Usher Duties will be posted at church as well as on the church website – slips passed around for 

sign up. 

New Business 

• Council established cemetery and burial polices and a sign will be posted at Spring Clean-up 2020. 

• Palm Sunday brunch set for April 5th 

o Discussed opening this to the public.  Tiffany Bonte will chair this event. 

• Discussed the addressing of hymn selections with Worship Committee.  Immanuel Congregation feels this is 

much better than prior years.   

o Also discussed trying to get more involved with the Worship Committee.  Pastor elaborated on time is 

well spent in worship planning and encourage others to join.  Next meeting is in January at Immanuel. 

(date unknown) 

• Going paperless with the monthly newsletter.  Instructions on how to access the website and sign up for emails 

was included in the Annual Report.  This will be optional, so mailed bulletins can still be sent but folks will need 

to sign up for this.  Watch for more information in the next newsletter.  This would be great cost savings by 

minimizing the paper, time to put together and postage. 

• Storms windows need replacing.  Council to discuss. 

• Outreach Ministries – there is discussion to become more active in outreach ministries such as mission trips, etc.  

In 2021 there is a Youth Gathering (specific name ??)  in Minneapolis. 

2020 Budget Approval-Dennis Rosen made motion to approve 2019 Budget; David Rosen seconded; motion carried 

• Discussed fundraising- Amazon Smile, Thrivent Choice.  Instructions included in Annual Report on how to use 

Amazon Smile. Also learned we are able to utilize Thrivent Funds for other events, not just the Fall Supper.  

More information to follow. 

• Fuel was again paid for by an anonymous donor-a tremendous thank you to that person for their donation!! 

2020 Council Nominations-3 seats 



Ranae commented on the individuals interested in replacing the vacant seats and made nominations – Roxi Anderson, 

Jan Anderson and Matt Main.  John Stansbury made a motion to close the nominations; David Rosen second.  Motion 

passed. Welcome Roxi, Jan and welcome back Matt! 

Adjournment-John Stansbury made motion to adjourn meeting; Joyce Ohmann seconded; motion carried, meeting 

adjourned at 12:25 pm 

Potluck fellowship followed meeting in church basement.  

Respectfully submitted by Laura Briesemeister, Church Council Secretary 

 

Immanuel Luther Church Council Meeting Minutes: 

Date of Meeting: January 15, 2020 

Start Time: 7:08 p.m. End Time: 7:55 p.m. 

Attendees:  Monica Eggert, Ranae Demulling, Laura Briesemeister, Roger Ohman, Geoff Phillips, Pastor Bob Dahm 

Absent: Trish Swanepoel, Brad Voeltz, Dena Cress, David Rosen 

Agenda 

1. Pastor’s Report  
2. Treasurer’s Report - Laura made motion; Geoff seconded; motion carried 

3. Secretary’s Report – Roger made motion; Geoff seconded; motion carried 

4. Sunday School Committee Update:  

a. No update.  

Old Business 

1. Electronic communication. Information will be provided at annual meeting. A paper option will be available for 

those who request it.  

2. New member service, this coming Sunday. Pastor Alice will be received as member.  

3. Pastor received meals during his time of recovery. 

4.  At the annual meeting, on 01/19/2020, 3 members to be elected for council. 

5.  Rob Ohman family transfer to Holy Cross. 

6.  The donated snow blower was brought to the repair shop. It has been repaired and the bill has been paid 

($58.01) 

7. The family who donates the Christmas tree was given a receipt.  

8. Budget review/holiday council party was held at Roger’s home on 1/7/20 at 7:00 p.m. The meeting was 
successful. 

Unfinished Business 

1. Ladies Aide– invite the ladies of the church to a round table talk about reviving Ladies Aide. Consider inviting 

Laurie Wells to come and speak about the topic. 

2. Consider having one Sunday a month to be a contemporary service. It was recommended to have a meeting 

setup with the worship committee, to discuss further.  

3. New council members. Roger, Ranae, and Trish’s terms end in January. They are not renewing their terms. 
Group continued to discuss possible recruits.  

4. 30 feet of land to the west of the church; discussion to be tabled until the spring. The eastern field driveway will 

be fixed in the spring. 

5. First Communion at the 5th grade level. Potentially having first communion on the day of Pentecost 

(05/31/2020). 

6. The December children’s donation jar designation is TBD. 

7.  Re-evaluate the prayer list. Laura offered to reach out to Wilson to see who is on the list from their parish as 

well as Immanuel.  

New Business  

1. Review electric bill, the cost appears high.  

2. Accept 2020 proposed budget. Laura made motion; Roger seconded; motion carried. This will be submitted at 

the annual meeting. 

3. Pastor reported that a young member asked about doing another Feed My Starving Children service. Monica 

offered to look into this and gather more information.  

4. Pastor talked about the ELCA convention coming up in 2021, in MPLS. It was suggested to combine with another 

local church, to send young members to it. This is a middle to high school aged event. Laura will bring this to the 

Sunday School Committee’s attention, to discuss further. Laura will discuss finding chaperons to go along.  



Monica made motion to adjourn the meeting; Laura seconded; motion carried. 

Next Meeting: February 11, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Laura Briesemeister, Church Council Secretary 

 

Assisting with Worship at Immanuel 

Month Altar Care Usher Cleaning  

February 
Monica Eggert and 

Family 

Monica Eggert and 

Family 
Rosen Family 4 Sundays 

March Help Needed Help Needed 
Monica Eggert and 

Family 

4 Sundays plus Ash 

Wednesday 

Please arrange for another person if you are unable to serve as scheduled. 

Please check the sign-up sheets on the bulletin board and help as you are able. 

 

Give Online: Immanuel members have an online method for making weekly and special offerings. Give Online allows you 

to set up regular contributions as well as special one-time donations. Contributions may be made to the General, 

Benevolence, Memorial, or Building Funds. Contributions to the Memorial and Building Funds may be designated for 

specific projects.  MasterCard, Visa, and Discover are accepted. You can also contribute using your financial institution's 

debit card, checking, or savings account. Visit our Web site at www.wilsonimmanuel.org and click on “Give Online” link 

in the menu bar near the top of the Home page. 

 

PARISH BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES – FEBRUARY 2020 

Birthdays Anniversaries 

Wilson     Immanuel  Immanuel   

Feb 3 Jason Spielman Feb 1 Ayla Voeltz Feb 16 Michael & Amber Johnson 

Feb 5 Lisa Bowell Feb 2 Bruce Kuhn Feb 20 Joshua & Vanessa Melstrom 

Feb 6 Carolyn Anderson Feb 5 Lance Kolba   

Feb 7 Tanner Bowell Feb 5 Trisha Swanepoel   

Feb 9 Charles Bowell Feb 8 Wyatt Johnson   

Feb 12 Barry Brandvold Feb 9 John Stahl, Jr.  

Feb 14 Theresa Pomasl Feb 11 Melinda Goodrich   

Feb 19 Brenda Keck Feb 12 Garrett Bonte   

  Feb 13 Hazel Cuper   

  Feb 14 Lewis Swanepoel   

  Feb 16 Gin DeBoer   

  Feb 18 Jonathon Keeley   

  Feb 20 Gabrielle Moede   

  Feb 21 Andy Kuhn   

  Feb 22 Nash Stahl   

  Feb 25 Wyatt Steinberger   

  Feb 25 Scott Steinberger   

 

 

*************************** 

 

FACEBOOK FUNNIES 

 

• If your car is running, I’m not voting for it. 

• My wife said I never listen to her, or something like that. 

• Is there ever a day when mattresses are not on sale? 

• I checked into the Hokey Pokey Clinic and I turned myself around. 

• This is my step ladder. I never knew my real ladder. 

• I want to grow my own food, but I can’t find bacon seeds. 

• Frog parking only. All others will be toad. 



Revised Common Lectionary 

Daily Readings – Year A 

February 2020 
 

Date Day Psalm First Reading Second Reading Gospel 

1 Saturday Psalm 15 Micah 3:1-4  John 13:31-35  

2 Sunday Psalm 15 Micah 6:1-8 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 Matthew 5:1-12  

3 Monday Psalm 37:1-17 Ruth 1:1-18 Philemon 1-25   

4 Tuesday Psalm 37:1-17 Ruth 2:1-16 James 5:1-6   

5 Wednesday Psalm 37:1-17 Ruth 3:1-3; 4:13-22  Luke 6:17-26  

6 Thursday Psalm 112:1-10 Deuteronomy 4:1-14 1 John 5:1-5   

7 Friday Psalm 112:1-10 Isaiah 29:1-12 James 3:13-18   

8 Saturday Psalm 112:1-10 Isaiah 29:13-16  Mark 7:1-8  

9 Sunday Psalm 112:1-10 Isaiah 58:1-12 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 Matthew 5:13-20  

10 Monday Psalm 119:105-112 2 Kings 22:3-20 Romans 11:2-10   

11 Tuesday Psalm 119:105-112 2 Kings 23:1-8, 21-25 2 Corinthians 4:1-12   

12 Wednesday Psalm 119:105-112 Proverbs 6:6-23  John 8:12-30  

13 Thursday Psalm 119:1-8 Genesis 26:1-5 James 1:12-16   

14 Friday Psalm 119:1-8 Leviticus 26:34-46 1 John 2:7-17   

15 Saturday Psalm 119:1-8 Deuteronomy 30:1-9a  Matthew 15:1-9  

16 Sunday Psalm 119:1-8 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 Matthew 5:21-37  

17 Monday Psalm 119:9-16 Exodus 20:1-21 James 1:2-8   

18 Tuesday Psalm 119:9-16 
Deuteronomy 23:21-24:4, 

10-15 
James 2:1-13  

 

19 Wednesday Psalm 119:9-16 Proverbs 2:1-15  Matthew 19:1-12  

20 Thursday Psalm 2 Exodus 6:2-9 Hebrews 8:1-7   

21 Friday Psalm 2 Exodus 19:9b-25 Hebrews 11:23-28   

22 Saturday Psalm 2 1 Kings 21:20-29  Mark 9:9-13  

23 
Sunday 

Transfiguration 
Psalm 2 Exodus 24:12-18 2 Peter1:16-21 Matthew 5:38-48 

 

24 Monday Psalm 78:17-20 Exodus 33:7-23 Acts 7:30-34   

25 Tuesday Psalm 78:17-20 1 Kings 19:9-18 Romans 11:1-6   

26 
Wednesday 

Ash Wednesday 
Psalm 51:1-17 Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 

27 Thursday Psalm 51 Jonah 3:1-10 Romans 1:1-7   

28 Friday Psalm 51 Jonah 4:1-11 Romans 1:8-17   

29 Saturday Psalm 51 Isaiah 58:1-12  Matthew 18:1-7  
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Prayer Ventures  

February 2020 

 

1 Black History Month  Give thanks for the gifts, 

accomplishments, influence and witness of our African 

descent neighbors and siblings in Christ — we stand 

together to glorify God as partners in the gospel, doing 

God’s work in the world together. Though we are 

unified as siblings in Christ, we ask God to guide and 

help our church as it recommits to the work of racial 

justice, socioeconomic equity, racial reconciliation and 

ending racism. 

 

2 Pray that God will soften our hearts and focus our 

love on our neighbors in poverty and food insecurity, 

communities grieving for victims of violence, people in 

regions of conflict and war, refugees and immigrants, 

and people who are persecuted or disparaged.  

 

3 Ask God to deepen our understanding of the peace 

that God desires for the world. Pray that the Spirit will 

inspire us to be bold peacemakers grounded in God’s 
vision of peace, the gospel and love for our neighbor. 

 

4 Pray that when we are embarrassed or hesitant to 

speak of the crucified and risen Christ, our faith in God’s 
love and the gospel message will encourage and 

embolden us to be confident yet humble witnesses in 

the world. 

 

5 We are scattered around the world as siblings in 

Christ, seeking and affirming our unity in the mystery of 

the Trinity and the good news of Jesus Christ. Explore 

the World Council of Churches Ecumenical Prayer Cycle, 

which enables us to journey in prayer throughout the 

world every week of the year, affirming our solidarity 

with Christians everywhere. 

 

6 Pray for ELCA outdoor ministry leaders who are 

seeking young adults to serve in summer programs 

across the country. Ask that the Spirit be at work in 

young adults and move them to respond to God’s call to 
serve and share their faith, skills, gifts and enthusiasm 

with children, youth and adults. 

 

7 Pray that our hearts will be open to doing what God 

asks of us: to hold to what is good, to do justice, to love 

kindness and to walk humbly with God. 

 

8 Give thanks for pastors and seminary students who 

respond to God’s call to serve as federal chaplains, 

ministering to inmates and staff at federal prisons and 

to staff, patients and their family members at Veterans 

Affairs medical centers.  

 

9 As children of God, we are the salt of the earth and 

light of the world, bearing witness to God’s love and 
mercy. Pray that we will understand how our good 

works, words and faith — even when unseen or 

unappreciated in our lifetime — can have profound, far-

reaching impact. 

 

10 ELCA Young Adult Ministry offers inspiration, 

opportunities and resources to young people aged 18 to 

30. Pray for churchwide staff and leaders across the 

church as they work with young adults to form faith, 

discover identity and gifts, discern vocation and develop 

servant leadership. 

 

11 Pray for church leaders as they gather for the Ignite 

the Church Conference in Orlando, Fla., an annual event 

that fosters conversation among leaders and inspires 

the church to live out its tradition of renewal. 

 

12 Give praise and thanks to God for being our light and 

strength throughout our baptismal journey of following 

God’s ways; for being generous, merciful and 

compassionate; and for sharing the good news of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

13 The light and warmth of God’s love is welcome 

nourishment for our faith and spirit. Pray that God’s 
love will move us to provide both spiritual and physical 

light, warmth and shelter for people who long for hope 

and relief during these dark, cold days of winter. 

 

14 Amid our worries and turmoil, we ask for God’s help 

in seeking freedom for the oppressed, sharing our food 

resources with the hungry, sheltering the homeless and 

attending to the cries of people in poverty. 

 

15 Pray that we will take to heart Jesus’ teachings that 

love is not weakness and that power does not equal 

force or superiority. Pray that we will follow Jesus’ 
example by being humble, loving servants in the world 

and will trust in the power of the Holy Spirit at work in 

us and through us. 

 

16 Trusting in God’s grace and forgiveness, pray that we 

will be repentant and humble when we consider our 
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daily actions, words and thoughts, as well as what we 

fail to do. Ask God to redirect our lives so we might 

follow God’s ways and commandments, resist 

comparing ourselves to others and avoid citing cultural 

norms to rationalize contrary behavior. 

 

17 Pray for our president, legislators and other public 

servants, that their decisions and actions will be guided 

by a spirit of compassion and justice, a commitment to 

peacemaking and building relationships globally, and a 

determination to work across ideologies and political 

divisions for the well-being of our communities and of 

people in need.  

 

18 Give thanks for ELCA Global Mission programs, 

relationships, opportunities and partnerships with 

global companions that bring us together as the body of 

Christ for doing God’s work in the world. 
 

19 Give thanks for the happiness we experience when 

we walk in the ways and wisdom of God. 

 

20 Stewardship is more than annual pledge cards, 

balanced budgets and financial responses to God’s love 

― it’s a way of life. Pray that we will recognize and give 

thanks for the breadth of resources and assets ― time, 

talents, possessions and money ― God has entrusted to 

our care as individuals, families and congregations, and 

that we will discover ways of using everything we have 

to live out God’s call to love God and our neighbors. 

 

21 We are “God’s servants, working together” for the 
sake of the world, sharing the gospel and growing the 

church. Pray that we will be of one mind and spirit as 

God’s humble servants, and that we will see 

accomplishments, growth and change as the result of 

God’s presence and power working through us.  

 

22 Continue to pray for immigrants and refugees, who 

often experience daunting challenges and loneliness as 

they pursue sanctuary and a welcoming place to rebuild 

their lives in this country. Give thanks for the work of 

congregations, synods, individuals and agencies in 

welcoming and accompanying immigrants and refugees 

as part of the ELCA’s AMMPARO strategy 

(Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, 

Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities).   

 

23 Pray that the Spirit will sustain our awe, gratitude 

and reverence for our savior, Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God and our true source of hope and life. 

 

24 Remember in prayer the thousands of people left 

homeless after Hurricane Dorian struck the Bahamas 

this past September. Pray for the long-term relief and 

recovery of people impacted, and for the extensive 

rebuilding of their communities and infrastructures by 

Lutheran Disaster Response in partnership with the 

Florida-Bahamas Synod, its congregations, and other 

agencies. 

 

25 Give thanks for the Deaconess Community of the 

ELCA and for women who have responded to God’s call 

in a variety of roles and settings in the church and 

world, proclaiming the gospel through ministries of 

mercy and servant leadership. 

 

26 Pray that we will always be attentive to the presence 

and work of the Holy Spirit in the world and that we will 

be moved by the Holy Spirit to be bright, shining 

witnesses, bearing the hope and promises of God.  

 

27 God is great and awesome, forgiving and a lover of 

justice. Give glory and praise to God! 

 

28 Creation, humanity and nature are knitted together 

intricately by our Creator in ways that sustain all life and 

enable the earth to thrive. Pray that we will repent for 

what we have done to harm or unbalance creation, and 

that God will grant us wisdom and insight for restoring 

creation and treating it with care and respect. 

 

29 Give thanks for ELCA missionaries and young people 

serving in the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission 

programs in Egypt, Israel, Jerusalem/West Bank and 

Palestine. Pray that God will bless and further their 

work with our companions in the Middle East and North 

Africa, especially in finding nonviolent paths to peace 

and justice.  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   

 

   1 

2  

Holy Communion    

8:30 @ Wilson 

9:30 SS @ Wilson 

10:30 @ Immanuel 

9:30 SS @ Immanuel 

 

3 

Pastor’s Sabbath 
Day 

 

 

4 

9:30 a.m. – St. Croix 

Valley Conference 

Meeting at Somerset 

1:30 p.m. – Pastor’s 
Text Study 

8 

6:00 p.m. Wilson 

Confirmation at St. John’s 

6:00 p.m. Confirmation 

at Immanuel 

 

 

6 

 

7 8 

9   

8:30 @ Wilson 

9:30 SS @ Wilson 

10:30 @ Immanuel 

Ryker Eggert Baptism 

Anniversary at Immanuel 

9:30 SS @ Immanuel 

 

1 

Pastor’s Sabbath 
Day 

 

11 

1:30 p.m. – Pastor’s 
Text Study 

7:00 p.m. Council 

Meeting at Immanuel 

 

12 

6:00 p.m. Wilson 

Confirmation at St. John’s 

6:00 p.m. Confirmation 

at Immanuel 

13 

9:30 a.m. WELCA 

Meeting at Wilson 

12:30 p.m. Council 

Meeting at Wilson 

 

14 

Happy 

Valentine’s Day! 

15 

16   

Holy Communion    

8:30 @ Wilson 

9:30 SS @ Wilson 

10:30 @ Immanuel 

9:30 SS @ Immanuel 

Newsletter Deadline 

 

17 

Presidents’ Day 

Holiday 

 

18 

10:15 Worship at 

Glenhaven 

1:30 p.m. – Pastor’s 
Text Study 

19 

6:00 p.m. Wilson 

Confirmation at St. John’s 

6:00 p.m. Confirmation 

at Immanuel 

20 

 

21 22 

 

23  

8:30 @ Wilson 

9:30 SS @ Wilson 

10:30 @ Immanuel 

9:30 SS @ Immanuel 

 

 

24 

Pastor’s Sabbath 
Day 

 

25 

1:30 p.m. – Pastor’s 
Text Study 

26 

7:00 p.m. – Ash 

Wednesday Worship at 

Immanuel 

 

No Confirmation at 

Immanuel or Wilson 

Confirmands attend Ash 

Wednesday Worship. 

 

27 28 29 

Worship Times Change Sunday March 1 - 8:30 a.m. at 
Immanuel; 10:30 a.m. at Wilson. 


