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Mission Statement 

Wilson - Immanuel Lutheran Parish serves 

to provide all people the opportunity to 

become disciples of Jesus Christ, encourage 

faith and obedience to Christ and, through 

diverse opportunities for evangelism, serve 

God’s people in our communities, nation, 
and throughout the world. 
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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

November 2020 – Season After Pentecost (Ordinary Time) 

 

NOTE CHANGE IN WORSHIP TIMES BEGINNING SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1 

8:30 A.M. AT IMMANUEL, AND 10:30 A.M. AT WILSON. 

 

“November’s themes focus on the end – the end of the church year, the end times, and the end of our earthly 

lives. The readings include topsy-turvy language and vivid images of judgement. But for listeners from all times 

and places who see with the eyes of faith, they provide solid ground for hope. The apostle Paul wrote, ‘We do 

not want you to be uniformed . . . about those who have died, so that you may grieve as others do who have 

no hope.’ (1 Thessalonians 4:13). November is a time to honor grief and to preach hope.” (Sundays and 

Seasons, Year A 2020, Augsburg Fortress) 

 

Sunday, November 1 – All Saints Day 

❖ Color: White 

❖ ELW Setting: Setting I with Holy Communion 

❖ Readings: Revelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34: 1-10, 22; 1 Jon 3:1-3 

❖ Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12: In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description of those who are 

blessed with God's favor. His teaching is surprising and shocking to those who seek wealth, fame, and 

control over others. 

 

Sunday, November 8 – Pentecost 23 

❖ Color: Green 

❖ ELW Setting: Setting I 

❖ Readings: Amos 5:18-24; Psalm 70; 1Thessaloians 4:13-18 

❖ Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13: Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the 

need for readiness at all times. 

 

Sunday, November 15 – Pentecost 24 

❖ Color: Green 

❖ ELW Setting: Setting I with Holy Communion 

❖ Readings: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18; Psalm 90 1-12; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

❖ Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30: Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not 

sufficient merely to maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of 

the gifts that God has provided them. 

 

Sunday, November 22 – Christ the King 

❖ Color: White 

❖ ELW Setting: Setting I with Holy Communion 

❖ Readings: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 95:1-7a; Ephesians 1:15-23 

❖ Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46: Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to 

see how he is treated: what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for 

him. 

 

Sunday, November 26 – Thanksgiving Day 

❖ Color: Green 

❖ ELW Setting: Setting I 

❖ Readings: Deuteronomy 8:7-18; Psalm 65; 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

❖ Holy Gospel: Luke 17:11-19: A Samaritan leper becomes a model for thanksgiving. He does not take for 

granted the kindness shown to him, but takes time to thank Jesus and glorify God. 



PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

Wilson – Immanuel Lutheran Parish serves to provide all people the opportunity to become disciples of Jesus 

Christ, encourage faith and obedience to Christ and, through diverse opportunities for evangelism, serve 

God’s people in our communities, nation, and throughout the world. 

 

 

PARISH NEWS 

 

NOTE CHANGE IN WORSHIP TIMES BEGINNING SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1 

8:30 A.M. AT IMMANUEL, AND 10:30 A.M. AT WILSON. 

 

THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL CONSIDER RETURNING TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP AT THE NOVEMBER 4TH 

COUNCIL MEETING. PENDING THE COUNCIL’S DECISION, WORSHIP WILL REMAIN ONLINE AND OUTDOOR 

COMMUNION WILL CONTINUE TO BE SERVED ON THE 1ST AND 3RD SUNDAYS. WATCH YOUR EMAIL AND THE 

PARISH WEB SITE AT WWW.WILSONIMMANUEL.ORG FOR UPDATES. 

 

Holy Communion: Outdoor Communion will be served at Immanuel from 9:00 to 9:30 a.m. and at Wilson from 

10:30 to 11:00 a.m. Sunday, November 1 and 15. If in-person worship is held at either location, the outdoor 

serving will immediately follow worship. 

 

Vanco (GivePlus) Online Program: The Vanco GivePlus Online Giving Program is now available to both Wilson 

and Immanuel members. GivePlus allows you to set up weekly and special offerings, as well as special one-

time donations. Contributions may be made to the General, Benevolence, Memorial, or Building Funds. 

Contributions to the Memorial and Building Funds may be designated for specific projects. MasterCard, Visa, 

and Discover are accepted. You can also contribute using your financial institution's debit card, checking or 

savings account. Visit our Web site at www.wilsonimmanuel.org and click the “Give Online” link in the menu 

bar near the top of the Home page. You can also download the GivePlus app for Apple or Android 

smartphones. 

 

Food Pantry Support: Please remember the area food pantries supported by the parish congregations. Wilson 

contributes to five food shelves during the year, one each month, including Baldwin, Elmwood, Glenwood City, 

Spring Valley, and Woodville. Immanuel supports the food shelves at Clear Lake and Glenwood City. More 

people are seeking help from food pantries than ever before, so your contributions are especially welcomed. 

Don’t forget to include items like paper products and personal care supplies. Bring your donations when you 

come for Outdoor Communion, or drop them off at church during the week. Thank you for your continuing 

support of your neighbors in need. 

 

Confirmation - A Milestone Event: 

Eight young people from our parish have made pubic affirmation of the baptismal promises made for them by 

their parents and sponsors many years ago, professing their faith in God the Father, God the Son, and God the 

Holy Spirit, the Triune God we worship, and promising to continue in the covenant God made with them in 

Holy Baptism.  

 

As confirmed members of their churches, they assume a greater responsibility in the life of the church 

universal, and its ministry and mission in the world. Those confirmed on October 4 at Immanuel include: Ellie 

Cress, Morgen Eggert, Lance Kolba, and Lewis Swanepoel. Those confirmed October 25 at Wilson include: 

Jordan Lamb, Bjorn Larson, and Cody and Sawyer Pomasl. The group pictures and individual Faith Statements 

are printed elsewhere in is newsletter. 

 

http://www.wilsonimmanuel.org/
http://www.wilsonimmanuel.org/


These confirmands became members of the church in baptism when the Holy Spirit came upon them. On the 

day of their confirmation that same Spirit was at work in their lives to enable them to make their confession of 

faith.  “No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:30).  We are reminded of the 

seven gifts of the Spirit: “the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in his presence” (Isaiah 11:2-30). 

 

WILSON NEWS 

Wilson WELCA: The next regular WELCA meeting is tentatively scheduled for 9:30 a.m. Thursday, November 

12. All women of the church are invited to attend.  

 

Wilson Council: The next regular meeting is scheduled for 12:30 p.m. Thursday, November 12. All members of 

the church are welcome to attend. 

 

October 8, 2020 Council Meeting Highlights: (Complete minutes are available in the office) 

• After discussion Mike made a motion to not return to in-person services on October 18 and council will 

re-visit conditions on a month to month basis, next at the November 12 meeting, second by Jerry. 

Motion carried. 

• Confirmation will be October 25, 10:30 at church with scheduled intervals for each individual family 

with a limit on the size of the family. Chuck and Barb Lamb will attend representing the congregation. 

• After discussion Sharon made a motion to give a letter to Immanuel’s President asking them to stop in-

person services for the safety of the Congregations, Pastor and his family until it becomes safe to do 

so. Barb Knopps second. Motion carried 

• We discussed some options for outdoor communion when the weather becomes colder. 

WILSON LUTERAN CHURCH 2020 

USHER SCHEDULE 

November  Dwight and Karen Johnson 5 Sundays 

December Roger and Barb Kronholm 4 Sundays & Christmas Eve 

COMMUNION SERVERS 

November Sue Faber 5 Sundays 

December Gary Peterson 4 Sundays & Christmas Eve 

ALTAR CARE SCHEDULE 

November Pat Butler and Sharon Bowell 5 Sundays 

December Roger and Barb Kronholm 4 Sundays & Christmas Eve 

Please arrange for another person if you are unable to serve as scheduled. 

 

Tuesday Community Supper: The Tuesday Community Supper is served the first Tuesday of every month at 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 1350 Florence Street, Baldwin, Wisconsin, 54002. This is a free meal open to 

anyone in the community. Area churches, businesses and organizations take turns preparing and serving good 

nutritious food every month. 

**************************** 

A Few Random Thoughts 

• I didn’t make it to the gym today. That makes five years in a row. 

• If God wanted me to touch my toes, he would have put them on my knees. 

• The biggest lie I tell myself is, “I don’t need to write that down, I’ll remember it.” 

 



IMMANUEL NEWS 

 

Return to On-Line Worship 

After thoughtful and prayerful consideration, as the result of the continuing significant increase in COVID 

cases in St. Croix and neighboring counties, the Immanuel Church Council has decided to return to on-line 

worship with the hope of re-opening on Sunday, November 15. A Joint Council meeting is scheduled for 

November 4. Re-opening will be discussed at that time. Watch your email and the parish web site at 

www.wilsonimmanuel.org for updates. 

 
 

Immanuel Luther Church Council Meeting Minutes: 

Date of Meeting: October 13, 2020  

Start Time: 7:01 p.m. End Time: 8:40 p.m. 

Attendees: Monica Eggert, Pastor Bob Dahm, Roxie Anderson, Matt Main, Jan Anderson, Dena Cress, Brad 

Voeltz, David Rosen, Geoff Phillips, Laura Briesemeister 

Absent:   

 

Agenda 

1. Pastor’s Report   
2. Treasurer’s Report - Laura made motion; Jan seconded; motion carried 

3. Secretary’s Report – Dena made motion; Geoff seconded; motion carried 

4. Sunday School Committee Update: none 

Old Business  

1. Cemetery Rules sign will be hung up. Matt consulted with Roger, elder of church, on where it is to be 

hung.   

2. The furnace was checked and updated/fixed. 

3. The pest guy was at the church on 9/11/20 to freshen up the inside traps as well as the shed. 

4. Monica is working on getting the online banking set up. 

5. Sunday School will not start yet. Tiff to reach out to parents for their feedback.  

Unfinished Business 

1. Ladies Aide– invite the ladies of the church to a round table talk about reviving Ladies Aide. Consider 

inviting Laurie Wells to come and speak about the topic. Tabled for now. 

2. Consider having one Sunday a month to be a contemporary service. It was recommended to have a 

meeting setup with the worship committee, to discuss further. Matt offered to look into this as well as 

Laura offered to bring this to the Sunday School Committee. There was a discussion on what a 

contemporary service could look like as well as children services, types of music etc. Tabled for now. 

3. First Communion at the 5th grade level (up to parent’s discretion). Date TBD 

4. Feed My Starving Children update: Monica offered to work on this. It was mentioned that the facility in 

Eagan, MN is currently up and running at this time. Tabled for now. 

New Business  

1. Matt consulted with Roger, an elder of the church, on offered to work on the lights that are failing as 

well as checking the furnace and the doorstop. 

2. Cleaning/ushering duties need to be assigned. This will be brought up at the service this Sunday. 

3. Monica offered to reach out to Joan Bartz to see if we can access the Thrivent fund. 

4. A discussion was held in regards to continuing to hold in-person church services or post pone services 

at this time. The group brainstormed different ideas and talked about the pros and cons of continuing 

church. It was discussed whether confirmation should be continued or postponed as well. Drive by 

communion was also discussed. Matt read a letter written by the Wilson council as well as a letter 

written by a member of Immanuel who offered their suggestions. Matt also consulted with an elder of 

the church, Roger Ohman, on his thoughts about moving forward. Matt made a motion to suspend 

http://www.wilsonimmanuel.org/


indoor church starting on 10/25/20 with hopes to reopen on 11/15/2020. Dave seconded it. Motion 

carried. There is a joint council meeting on 11/4/20 at 7 p.m. at Wilson. A continued discussion will be 

held at that time. There is a family baptism scheduled for 11/8/20. Pastor offered to talk to the parents 

to see if they still want to proceed with that ceremony. Council is okay with that occurring pending the 

parents’ decision.  

Dave made motion to adjourn the meeting; Mom seconded; motion carried. 

Next Meeting: November 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted by Laura Briesemeister, Church Council Secretary 

 

Assisting with Worship at Immanuel 

Month Altar Care Usher Cleaning Sundays 

November Help Needed Help Needed Rosen Family 5 Sundays 

December  Gin DeBoer and Family Gin DeBoer and Family Gin DeBoer and Family 

4 Sundays & 

Christmas 

Eve 

Please arrange for another person if you are unable to serve as scheduled. 

Please check the sign-up sheets on the bulletin board and help as you are able. 

 

PARISH BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES – November 2020 

Birthdays Anniversaries 

Wilson     Immanuel  Wilson   

Nov 1 Doug Larson Nov 2 Alex Ostberg Nov 1 Chad & Mary Kay McVey 

Nov 5 Liam Gregg Nov 3 Matthew Voeltz Nov 3 Wayne & Shirley Rostamo 

Nov 8 Sharon Bowell Nov 4 Brian Goodrich Nov 28 Louie & Debbie Tolvenan 

Nov 11 Cody Anderson Nov 4 Trudie Steinberger   

Nov 11 Pam Finder Nov 4 Emma Bliese Immanuel  

Nov 11 Adrienne Gray Nov 8 Carla Anderson Nov 2 Patrick & Tracie Steinberger 

Nov 13 Don Hogenson Nov 8 Vinnie Wheeler Nov 2 Mark & Claudine Goodrich 

Nov 14 Sue Timm Nov 9 Brad Voeltz Nov 15 John & Sheila Goodrich 

Nov 16 Kale Blegen Nov 13 Janet Anderson   

Nov 16 Katie Hague Nov 13 Maddie Rosen   

Nov 18 Austin Faber Nov 27 Debbie Rosen   

Nov 18 Michelle Faber Nov 29 Brandee Swenby   

Nov 20 John Overland Nov 29 Dan Bonte   

Nov 21 Avery Schug Nov 30 Bradley Voeltz   

Nov 21 Cade Lamb     

Nov 23 Jenny Finder    

 

**************************** 

A Few More Random Thoughts 

• The sole purpose of a child’s (or husband’s) middle name is so he can tell when he’s really in trouble. 

• I’m supposed to respect my elders, but it’s getting harder and harder for me to find one these days. 

• Knowledge is knowing a tomato is fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 

• We never really grow up. We only learn how to act in public. 

• You’re never too old to learn something stupid. 

• Did you ever notice? When you put the two words “The” and “IRS” together it spells “Theirs”. 

• The easiest way to find something you lost is to buy a replacement. 



 
Immanuel Confirmation Faith Statements 

 

Ellie Cress 

John 4:19 “We love because he first loved 
us”  

We connect to God and Jesus through 

prayer, communion, and everyday events. We pray 

to bring help to others around us. God gives us 

forgiveness from all of our sins since Jesus died on 

the cross for us. His love allows me to love others 

around me and to bring hope to them. God is 

promising me a loving life and loves me 

unconditionally. I know that I am not alone when I 

think about God’s unconditional love for me.  
 

The confirmation program has helped me 

become closer to God and understand my purpose in 

life. It has inspired me to become a better person to 

help others and to love everyone the way Jesus did. 

The past two years have helped me understand the 

theology of the Lutheran church better, the Ten 

Commandments, Lord’s prayer, and of course the 
Bible. I want to thank my mom and my dad for 

bringing me to church and confirmation, and for 

raising me in a household full of faith. I am very 

fortunate to have parents and grandparents to 

support me in becoming a better person. I am also 

thankful for the Sunday school teachers and Pastor 

Bob for all the time they have spent teaching me and 

my confirmation class.  

 

My goal in life is to keep my faith and to 

trust God’s word.  

Morgen Eggert 

Joshua 1:9, “Be strong and courageous; do 
not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your 

God is with you wherever you go.”   
 

I picked this verse because it tells me that no 

matter what I am doing, God is with me and will help 

me get through anything. “Be strong and 
courageous”, these words help build confidence in 
all that I do. I find strength in the Lord and my beliefs 

guide me in my decisions. “Do not be frightened or 
dismayed” tells me that even if I am fearful, I need 
not be as God is always with me. He will take me 

hand and lead me through the difficult times. If I am 

discouraged, he will help me find my path. “For the 
Lord your God is with you wherever you go” tells me 
that God is present in all that I do. He will walk 

beside me when I am confident and carry me 

through when I am scared or lost.   

 

The meaning of being faithful to me is not to 

be perfect, but to realize my actions, admit faults, 

and try to live a life God would be proud of. Go and  

confess your sin in the house of God, for you will be 

forgiven.  

 

“I believe in God the Father Almighty Creator 

of heaven and earth.” This means that God is our 
heavenly Father and that all people of the world 

were created in His image. To state these words 

shows my personal belief that they are true. “I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.” 
This line shows that although Jesus Chris is my Lord 

and Savior, Jesus is also God’s only true Son. 
Although we are all God’s children, God sacrificed 
His only Son so that we could live.  

 

The important people in my life would be my 

parents, grandparents, and my brothers and cousins, 

and Pastor Bob. These people are all important to 

me in different ways. My mom and dad are 

important to me because they taught me the value 

of religion and believing in God. My grandparents 

were there to take me to church or class when my 

parents weren’t able. They support all things that I 
do and help me be successful. My brothers and 

cousins hate me sometimes, so they taught me the 

value of forgiveness.  Pastor Bob is important to me 

because he taught me lessons and the journey God 

and Jesus had to go through. 

 



 
Immanuel Confirmation Faith Statements 

This confirmation program has helped me 

realize that even if I feel like no one is there, God is 

always there for me and everyone. I liked to get 

together with my confirmation class and to help the 

younger kids in Sunday school and I will miss that 

part. I also will miss the food we had during 

confirmation class! 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped me 

through this journey of faith.  

 

Lance Kolba 

Matthew 28:19, “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of 

the father the son and the holy spirit” 

 

God sees all of us as equal. He wants to 

spread the word of Christ, the people and live our 

daily lives like we always have. He is our Father 

almighty and he will guide his disciples through 

heaven and earth. 

 

The Apostles Creed says that we confess “I 
believe in God the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth”. This says that God created 
heaven and earth, and he is the father of it all. When 

I read this it tells me that God is always looking out 

for us, and is always listening. I do believe in our 

Father, our one and only God, because God created 

you and me and gave his son, says we mean 

something and have a purpose. He sees each one of 

us as people of the same creed no matter the sin you 

have committed.  

 

We confess in the Creed “I believe in God’s 
only Son our Lord”. Jesus is God’s son who saved us 
by forgiving us our sins and bringing us all together 

such as Sundays. He has forgiven me and you of our 

sins and is with us for everyday life. Every Sunday 

when we go to church, I hear pastor say “I believe in 
Jesus Christ God’s only son our Lord” and I think to 
myself Jesus did not only die and get resurrected but 

he lives among us, in us and helping us every day.  

 

We confess in the Creed “I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body and the life everlasting”. The holy spirit is 
our triune God. The Holy Spirit makes me feel like I 

am never alone, and brings us to church every week 

to see the people of the holy spirit and they keep me 

feeling at home. The Holy Spirit does not ask to 

believe God's promises but trust them and I do. 

 

We are part of Christ, he cares for us, the 

church is meant to gather people to share the word 

of Christ and keep faith. When we get baptized, he 

shows us to the congregation and says this is your 

family…. I am family and you are my family.  
 

Lewis Swanepoel 

Isaiah 41:10: “So do not fear, for I am with 
you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 

strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with 

my righteous right hand.” 

 

I chose this bible verse because it makes the 

most sense to me – God has been with me in my 

time of need by keeping me strong.  

 

Last summer our house was hit by a tornado. 

My mom and I were in the house when the tree 

came through the roof.  God was with us to keep us 

safe and also keep our neighbors safe.  Our house 

was damaged, but we were not.  

God helps me when I go fishing. He keeps 

me safe on the boat and brings me fish to catch. 

Sometimes big ones, sometimes small ones.... 

 

When I was hunting for deer he is with me 

to keep me safe and provided me the chance to 

shoot many deer even though I didn’t shoot them.  
 

My confirmation class has taught me about 

Jesus and the Holy Spirit and how much Jesus did for 

the people of his time, and continues to be with 

people in Faith today.   

 

My mom has been a big influence in my faith 

because she made me come to church and 

confirmation to learn about Jesus.  Class has helped 

me understand my faith and realize that God is with 

me at all times. 

 

God is nice, God loves everyone no matter 

what color, race, ethnicity you are.  
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Jordan Lamb 

My faith journey is special to me and each year 

my faith develops as I work hard to share with God and 

others the talents I have been blessed with. Over the past 

2 ½ years I have participated in confirmation classes which 

has given me the opportunity to continue to develop my 

faith as a young adult. Confirmation classes and bible 

camp provided me with guidance on how to enrich my 

relationship with God and understand the journey God 

went through. During bible camp I also learned that it is 

okay to have questions about your faith. I also 

appreciated the opportunity to talk about my faith 

journey with peers my own age from different 

congregations. These are experiences that have 

strengthened my faith and have helped me be more open 

in sharing my faith with others.  

One verse that has stood out to me throughout 

my faith journey is Matthew 6:33 “But strive first for the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be given to you as well”. This verse stuck out 

because it really is a verse that I can connect to. Every day 

I work hard by giving back to God and others and I get 

great things in return such as; a loving family, kind and 

supportive friends, good teachers, talents that allow me 

to pursue my goals and passions in life, and guidance from 

my faith community.  

Every day I strive to use the skills God has given 

me to give back to others and develop into the person I 

aspire to be. I use my kindness to help people by putting a 

smile on their face, helping them out or simply being 

there when they need a friend.  I use my leadership skills 

that God has given me by helping my teammates out 

when they're struggling and need a little extra push or by 

simply demonstrating positive characteristics daily 

through my actions in the community, at school, and at 

home.  

I plan to continue my faith journey in the future. I 

hope to try and show that I’m not only serving God in 
church but in other places by the way that I serve him and 

others. I also plan to help younger kids and anyone who 

needs help finding their relationship with God. I hope to 

keep a healthy relationship with God and church though-

out my life. I also hope to continue demonstrating my 

skills that God has given me and use them in my everyday 

life.  

I want to end by thanking Pastor Bob, the 

volunteers at confirmation on Wednesday, the Wilson-

Lutheran Congregation, my fellow confirmands, and my 

family for supporting me through my faith journey. I also 

want to thank my sponsors and grandparents for helping 

me navigate my relationship with God in a healthy way. I 

know that they’ll continue to be there for me when I have 
questions about my faith. They have also shown me 

throughout the years that having a good healthy 

relationship with God is easy when you have good people 

supporting you. I know this is only the beginning of my 

journey with God. Amen 

 

Bjorn Larson 

Favorite Verse: Mark 12:30 “Love the lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 

mind, and with all your strength.” 

When I first began confirmation my first thought 

was this is going to be boring. But I was wrong, 

confirmation was a lot of fun. The one thing I liked the 

most in confirmation was singing and learning all different 

kinds of songs, and I really liked Pastor Bob. Pastor Bob is 

a very nice person. Pastor Bob always gave really good 

advice. The one true reason I believe in God is because 

when I’m having a hard day at school, or when I’m really 
stressed, God helps me get through those hard days.  

 Jesus Christ is another person I also look up to 

because he died on the cross for us so that we could have 

eternal life. It was a sacrifice that came with great 

suffering and he didn’t do it for just one person, but for all 
who believe in him. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit because it enables life 

by being in the individual believers and enables them to 

live a righteous and faithful life. The Holy Spirit also acts 

as a comforter to our faith and helps guide us in our walk 

of faith. 

          I remember the first time I had to go to church. I was 

six years old and my dad and my stepmom just got 

together. Before they got together, I never went to 

church. I did not like going to church when I was younger. 

I thought it was a waste of time. But I was wrong when we 

moved to Wilson and we started going to this new church 
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where the pastor was Bob and he really inspired me. 

Before I hated church because it was so boring and I 

hated doing the Christmas songs in front of everyone. 

Pastor Bob inspired me because he’s really funny and he 
is very nice to everyone.  

          This confirmation program I have experienced has 

helped me because, before I went to confirmation, I just 

thought it was boring and there was no reason to be in 

confirmation. But now there are lots of benefits in 

confirmation. You learn about God and my favorite part 

was learning all the different songs. My faith is important 

to me because it affects the decisions I make, the way I 

interact with others, and the way I react to the situations 

that confront me. For me, being a Christian means first 

and foremost believing Jesus is the Son of God, and He 

died to save people from their sins. Being a Christian 

means a person believing in Jesus and sharing his love. 

There are two people that influenced my faith. 

My dad and my stepmom Michelle, when I was 6, they got 

together and forced me to go to church. I did not like 

church until I got into confirmation because I started 

understanding why to believe in God. I am thanking my 

dad and Michelle for helping me find my faith because 

they were the one that made it happen.  

Thank you, Pastor Bob, for teaching me and being a great 

person and a great pastor.  

 

Cody Pomasl 

When I first started confirmation, I honestly 

wasn’t super excited.  As a teenager, I didn’t want to 
spend my Wednesday evening at a different church with 

people I didn’t know.  But the more I went along with 
confirmation, the more I realized it was actually kind of 

fun, and I had learned a lot from going.  God has given us 

more than we may even realize.  He gives us amazing 

friends and family, a great world to live in, and along with 

all this he helps us through it all. 

For part of our confirmation, we were required 

to go to Luther Point Bible Camp, same as confirmation, I 

wasn’t quite so excited to go, but I figured it could be fun 
and I’m glad I went the first year.  Going to Luther Point 
Bible Camp was one of the best experiences of my life, 

and I met a lot of really awesome people and made a lot 

of amazing memories.  Sadly, due to the current COVID 

situation I was unable to go for the second year but I was 

relieved that I got the opportunity to go the first year.  

God is someone that I know I will be able to turn to in 

good and bad times and he will always love me no matter 

what.  Most people don’t understand just how much God 
does for us, whether that be healing when we are hurt, or 

guiding us when we’re lost, he will always be there to 

help.  This is why I love God so much and I will try to guide 

others his way. 

God isn’t the only one who helps us more than 
we know.  God’s only son, Jesus, our Lord has done so 
much for us.  When others were mean to him and hurt 

him, he soaked it up and turned it into good for others.  

Jesus died on the cross for us and I know if he could do it 

again, he would because that’s how much he loves us.  
More than just God and Jesus help us every day, people 

like our parents and friends help us out as well. 

I will use everything I have learned and serve God 

by going to church, praying, telling others about God and 

much, much more.  With all the things I have learned from 

confirmation I will use to be happy and I am glad to have 

been a part of this program.  I want to thank everybody 

that has worked hard to make this possible, especially 

Pastor Bob because I know how much of a struggle it must 

have been through all of this.   

For my bible verse, I chose Psalm 49:17, “For 
when they die they will carry nothing away; their wealth 

will not go down after them.”  I chose this because I think 
it really says how precious life is and it tells me that you 

shouldn’t worry about having things and you should just 
appreciate life. 

 

Sawyer Pomasl 

When I started confirmation over 2 years ago, I wasn’t 
really sure what to think about it.  All I really understood 

was that I was supposed to go to church every 

Wednesday night and learn about God.  Honestly, at first, 

I didn’t really enjoy it that much but I still went and as I 

kept on going I started to enjoy it more and more and 

honestly now I’m going to kind of miss it. 
The first part of the Apostles’ Creed, “I believe in 

God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth,” 
for me this tells me how powerful God is since he created 

heaven and earth for all of us.   

The second part of the Apostles’ Creed, “I believe 
in Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord” makes me think 
about how Jesus died on the cross for us. 

The third part of the Apostles’ Creed is, “I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion saints and the resurrection of the body and 

life everlasting.”  I was never really quite sure what the 
Holy Spirit was but going to confirmation really helped me 

understand more about the Holy Spirit. 

One of my favorite memories of my time in 

confirmation was when I went to Luther Point Bible Camp.  

I went there last year and it was a very enjoyable 

experience because we got to do a lot of fun things and 

they found ways to make it super fun, yet still finding a 

way for us to learn about God and the Bible.   

I will continue to expand and improve in my faith 

journey through my lifetime with what I have learned in 

the confirmation program. 

The verse I have chosen for my confirmation 

verse is John 14:6, “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the father except 

through me.”  I chose this verse because it is how I feel in 
my own life, that I want to choose the path of life with 

Jesus in my life. 



Revised Common Lectionary 

Daily Readings – Year A 

November 2020 

 
Date Day Psalm First Reading Second Reading Gospel 

1 
Sunday 

All Saints 
Psalm 34:1-10, 22 Revelation 7:9-17 1 John 3:1-3 Matthew 5:1-12 

 

2 Monday Psalm 5 Jeremiah 5:18-31 1 Thessalonians 2:13-20   

3 Tuesday Psalm 5 Lamentations 2:13-17 Acts 13:1-12   

4 Wednesday Psalm 5 Proverbs 16:21-33  Matthew 15:1-9  

5 Thursday Psalm 70 Amos 1:1-2:5 Revelation 8:6-9:12   

6 Friday Psalm 70 Amos 3:1-12 Revelation 9:13-21   

7 Saturday Psalm 70 Amos 4:6-13  Matthew 24:1-14  

8 Sunday Psalm 70 Amos 5:18-24 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Matthew 25:1-13  

9 Monday Psalm 63 Amos 8:7-14 1 Corinthians 14:20-25   

10 Tuesday Psalm 63 Joel 1:1-14 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13   

11 Wednesday Psalm 63 Joel 3:9-21  Matthew 24:29-35  

12 Thursday Psalm 90:1-12 Ezekiel 6:1-14 Revelation 16:1-7   

13 Friday Psalm 90:1-12 Ezekiel 7:1-9 Revelation 16:8-21   

14 Saturday Psalm 90:1-12 Ezekiel 7:10-27  Matthew 12:43-45  

15 Sunday Psalm 90:1-12 Zephaniah 1:7; 12-18 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Matthew 25:14-30  

16 Monday Psalm 9:1-14 Zechariah 1:7-17 Romans 2:1-11   

17 Tuesday Psalm 9:1-14 Zechariah 2:1-5; 5:1-4 1 Thessalonians 5:12-18   

18 Wednesday Psalm 9:1-14 Job 16:1-21  Matthew 24:45-51  

19 Thursday Psalm 95:1-7a 1 Kings 22:13-23 Revelation 14:1-11   

20 Friday Psalm 95:1-7a 1 Chronicles 17:1-15 Revelation 22:1-9   

21 Saturday Psalm 95:1-7a Isaiah 44:21-28  Matthew 12:46-50  

22 
Sunday 

Christ the King 
Psalm 95:1-7a Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 Ephesians 1:15-23 Matthew 25:31-46 

 

23 Monday Psalm 7 Esther 2:1-18 2 Timothy 2:8-13   

24 Tuesday Psalm 7 Esther 8:3-17 Revelation 19:1-9   

25 Wednesday Psalm 7 Ezekiel 33:7-20  John 5:19-40  

26 
Thursday 

Thanksgiving 
Psalm 65 Deuteronomy 8:7-18 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 Luke 17:11-19 

 

26 Thursday Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 Zechariah 13:1-9 Revelation 14:6-13   

27 Friday Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 Zechariah 14:1-9 1 Thessalonians 4:1-18   
28 Saturday Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 Micah 2:1-13  Matthew 24:15-31  

YEAR B BEGINS 

29 Sunday Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 Isaiah 64:1-9 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Mark 13:24-37  

30 Monday Psalm 79 Micah 4:1-5 Revelation 15:1-8   
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Prayer Ventures 
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1 All Saints Day  Give thanks for everyone God has 

gathered in the body of Christ — those who are living 

and those who have passed. Praise God for the diverse 

talents given to us that the Spirit uses to encourage 

faith in others, strengthen the community of believers 

and do God’s work in the world. 
 

2 Native American Heritage Month  Lutheran witness 

of the gospel with American Indian and Alaska Native 

people stretches back more than 350 years. The ELCA’s 
American Indian and Alaska Native membership is 

around 4,850, and American Indian and Alaska Native 

Ministries works with 30 native congregations around 

the country. Pray for the ministry and witness of native 

congregations and the work of the American Indian 

and Alaska Native Lutheran Association, that they 

might flourish and grow.  

 

3 Pray for the Spirit to grant us wisdom and courage in 

our discernment and decisions as we elect leaders for 

our nation, states and communities. Pray that those 

chosen to serve will do so with compassion, justice, 

concern for people with critical needs and a 

commitment to the well-being of all people and 

communities. 

 

4 We are called to be disciples and students of Jesus, to 

study Scripture and to learn from the bearers of faith 

who live by what they teach. Pray that the Spirit will 

open our hearts and sharpen our minds to distinguish 

between those who are trustworthy and those who use 

their position and powers of persuasion to tempt us 

from the truth and ways of God.  

 

5 Pray for people and communities in the western 

states that are fighting wildfires, recovering from the 

devastation left by recent fires and worrying about the 

increased threat of wildfires and longer fire seasons. 

Ask God to protect the firefighters, emergency 

responders and volunteers who work tirelessly and at 

great personal risk to protect lives and property. 

 

6 Praise God for leading us and renewing us with light 

and truth throughout our baptismal journey. 

 

7 Continue to pray for our global companions as some 

countries experience a new wave of COVID-19 

infections. Pray for those countries most affected, that 

we might share physical and spiritual support and 

resources, mutually encourage leaders and 

congregations, and wait patiently for the day when we 

can celebrate our unity and work together in person. 

 

8 Pray for insight and wisdom from the Spirit that will 

help us lead lives pleasing to God and glimpse the 

kingdom of heaven. 

 

9 Give thanks to God for Augsburg Fortress, the 

publishing ministry of the ELCA. Ask God to bless and 

further its work creating resources and partnerships 

“to support the ministries of faith communities in 
communicating the good news of God’s liberating 
grace.” 

 

10 Pause, reflect and pray for God’s help with whatever 

is most troubling or perplexing in your life right now — 

that thing that keeps you awake at night. 

 

11 Veterans Day  Remember and give thanks for the 

service and personal sacrifice of women and men who 

have served our nation in times of peace and war. Pray 

for those currently serving in the military and for their 

families, especially during times of separation, that 

they will know they are remembered, valued and cared 

for by their faith community and siblings in Christ.   

 

12 Pray for people who are recovering from hurricanes, 

storms and flooding here and in other countries. Ask 

God to displace their grief and despair with hope, their 

feelings of loss with comfort and wholeness, and their 

isolation and loneliness with the reassurance that 

people, congregations and ministries such as Lutheran 

Disaster Response will stand with them now and for 

the long haul of recovery and healing. 

 

13 Give praise and glory to God! We are alive and free 

because Jesus died and rose again for the sake of all 

humankind, that when we pass from this life, we will 

enjoy life together with God forever. 

 

14 Pray for pastors and Christian education leaders 

who are working through the challenges of 

confirmation instruction in a time when most 

congregations are still unable to meet in person. Ask 

God to lead them toward creative, effective solutions 

that will nurture and strengthen faith in young people, 

share the teachings of the church and affirm their roles 

and gifts as members of the body of Christ.  

 

15 Pray that we might trust in God’s promises and in 
the certainty of our salvation through Jesus Christ, and 

not fret or speculate about when Christ will come 

again. Ask God to help us live in the present as children 

of God who share the good news of Jesus Christ, grow 
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the church, strengthen one another and serve their 

neighbor. 

 

16 Give thanks for the people in our daily lives who lift 

our spirits, inspire our faith, renew our hope and equip 

us for serving our neighbor. 

 

17 Ask God to guide us through the span of our lives 

and focus us on learning God’s ways, commandments, 
teachings and priorities along the way. 

 

18 Pray for federal chaplains serving in the U.S. military 

and Veterans Affairs hospitals as they minister to 

military members and their families here and around 

the world. Give thanks for how they touch the lives of 

young adults, encourage their faith, connect them with 

faith communities, and provide care and counseling in 

unique contexts. 

 

19 Some students find studying from home more 

difficult than others, especially those who live with 

learning disabilities, have special needs or experience 

the learning environment best when interacting with 

peers, teachers and counselors in person. Pray that 

these students will find the care and attention they 

need — in person and online — to learn, mature and 

grow strong in their self-esteem. 

 

20 We direct our attention to God and pray for mercy; 

we humble ourselves and trust in God’s promise of 
love, forgiveness and new life in Jesus Christ. 

 

21 Pray for those working through the sometimes long 

and emotional process of becoming foster or adoptive 

parents. Pray that we might find ways to support and 

care for them and to celebrate with them the joys of 

family and parenthood. 

 

22 Ask for God’s mercy and forgiveness when we fail to 

respect our neighbor, care for their needs and love 

them as Jesus loves us. Pray that our faith will shine in 

the world through bold yet humble acts of justice, 

mercy, empathy, advocacy, care and love. 

 

23 Pray that, as followers of Christ who treasure life as 

a gift from God, we will exercise patience, caution and 

concern for our neighbor as the COVID-19 pandemic 

continues long past our expectations and assumptions.   

 

24 Give thanks for followers of Christ and children of 

God who gather in faith communities everywhere to 

praise God, grow in faith and celebrate the unity we 

have in Christ. Pray that we might never show bias 

toward or rebuff people who are curious and seek the 

good news we have received. 

 

25 Praise God for our creative siblings in Christ whose 

hymns stir our faith, inspire us, speak of God’s work 
and express our joy and gratitude to God. 

 

26 Thanksgiving Day  As we celebrate Thanksgiving, lift 

up prayers of gratitude for the blessings and abundant 

resources we enjoy, and remember the people in our 

communities and world who suffer food insecurity, 

hunger and poverty. Ask the Spirit to increase our 

generosity and engagement with our neighbors in need 

and to help our communities become more just, 

generous, compassionate and committed to addressing 

difficult social issues. 

 

27 Pray that we will be humble but not shy about 

praying in private or with others, trusting that God 

understands us even when our words — spoken or 

silent — feel awkward or inadequate. 

 

28 “O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful 

noise to the rock of our salvation!” Like the immense, 

complex and awesome universe, we are God’s 
handiwork. Raise up prayers of glory and thanksgiving 

to God! 

 

29 First Sunday of Advent  This is a year of hope, 

yearning and anticipation, when we cry out for relief, 

healing, positive signs of change in the world and 

reassurance that we’ll all be OK. Pray that we will trust 

in God’s promises and presence through faith in Jesus 

Christ — son of man and son of God, our hope, security 

and salvation in all times and circumstances.  

 

30 In the course of your day, envision the people who, 

working behind the scenes in service industries, attend 

to our needs, ease our stresses, make our lives more 

enjoyable, help us manage each day and attend to the 

little things we take for granted. Pray that we will open 

our eyes and see them, valuing their work, advocating 

for their fair wages and benefits, and expressing our 

gratitude for their hard work serving others. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 

All Saints Sunday 

9:00 Outdoor 

Communion at 

Immanuel 

10:30 Outdoor 

Communion at Wilson 

 

2 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

3 

 

 

ELECTION DAY 

4 

6:00 p.m. 7th and 8th 

Grade Confirmation 

at Wilson (Tentative) 

7:00 p.m. Parish 

Council Meeting at 

Wilson 

5 

 

6 7 

8 

 

9 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

10 

7:00 p.m. Council 

Meeting at 

Immanuel  

 

 

11 

6:00 p.m. 7th and 8th 

Grade Confirmation 

at Immanuel 

(Tentative) 

12 

12:30 p.m. Council 

Meeting at Wilson 

 

 

13 14 

15 

9:00 Outdoor 

Communion at 

Immanuel 

10:30 Outdoor 

Communion at Wilson 

Newsletter Deadline 

 

16 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

17 18 

6:00 p.m. 7th and 8th 

Grade Confirmation 

at Wilson (Tentative) 

 

19 20 21 

22 

Christ the King Sunday 

23 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

24 

 

25 

Thanksgiving Eve. – 

No Confirmation 

Class 

26 

Thanksgiving Day 

 

27 28 

29 

 

30 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

December 1 2 

6:00 p.m. 7th and 8th 

Grade Confirmation 

at Immanuel 

(Tentative) 

3 4 5 


